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There are so many ways for people to connect nowadays especially us-
ing technology. The constant interaction and quick conversations can 
be both positive and negative. In this issue several of the celebrities we 
interviewed talked about the power of social media and how they are 
navigating these avenues.
 Take stand-up comedian and actress Anjelah Johnson-Reyes for 
example. Her fame grew exponentially when her 2007 Nail Salon vid-
eo went viral. The video has more than 35 million views. She can use 
social media to let her fans know about a comedy club she’ll be per-
forming at and it will sell out for that city. But if someone doesn’t like 
her comedy or her performance they also have an easy way to let her 
know. Johnson-Reyes said, “I got to this point where all of the comments 
were affecting me – even the positive ones – and I started getting anxiety 
about it. Somebody would say something negative and it would suck and 
hurt, but then somebody would say something positive and it would give 
me just as much anxiety.” She went on to say that she finally got to a 
place where she said, “God, I don’t want my identity to lie in the negative 
comments or in the positive comments, let me just know who I am in You 
and what You think about me and let me just rest in that place. Let every 
other comment go in one ear and out the other and not be identifiable to who 
I am.” 
 Even twelve year old Nickelodeon star Addison Riecke under-
stands the need to keep one’s security rooted in the Lord and not 
allow the chatter from people commenting on social media to define 
you. This Louisiana-born actress says, “It’s hard in California because 
there are so many people and social media is crazy right now. You can get 
1,000 comments on a post with several being positive and then a handful 
that are negative mean comments. The negative comments may catch your 
eye, but in the grand scheme of things there are 900 positive comments. 
Anyone can hide behind a screen and tear someone else down. But you just 
have to remember who you are and focus on all of the positivity that is going 
on around you.” 
 And our cover story couple DeVon Franklin & Meagan Good 
channel social media in a positive way to connect with the millions 
of fans that regularly engage with them. Whether it is letting them 
know about their latest book, The Wait, or the faith-affirming films 
they are making, or just highlighting something from their regular 
routine, they both use their platforms to inspire and encourage. But 

Good said, “Growing up in the business I was used to being judged. I was 
used to being subject to tons of scrutiny, but it was actually really minute 
in comparison to the positive feedback, but I would take it very personal. It 
would really hurt my feelings and it would kind of depress me a little bit. 
I worked through my twenties just getting to a place of really being okay 
with it and loving the person that throws the stone, praying for them, and 
allowing it to develop my character.”
 We had so much fun with these two spending half a day doing a 
photoshoot and interview and it is clear that they support each other 
and help to point each other back to the Lord for their true sense of 
identity. As we head into a new year, let’s use our voices in a positive 
way. Let’s try to build each other up instead of tear down and remem-
ber that just because we are posting something online it doesn’t mean 
feelings automatically become immune. Let’s spread joy! 

Blessings,

Kelli Gillespie

The Power of Social Media
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Rising Star with a Steady Head on Her Shoulders Nickelodeon’s

Writer: Shaylena Marie
Photography: Courtesy of Nickelodeon

Risen Magazine: What was it that made you fall in love with acting, 
singing and playing musical instruments? When did you think you were 
actually good at it and maybe you could be on TV?
Addison Riecke: What really made me fall in love with acting was that 
I could be whoever I wanted to be. Even from a young age I would have 
friends over and we would write and put on plays. I liked that no matter 
what you were doing, you could still be yourself, being able to be anyone 
else you wanted to play. I started out just doing small plays at my school. 
I really fell in love with it when I was about seven or eight years old. I 
started at an acting school in New Orleans, which is where I am from. 
From there I went to Los Angeles and met my manager and agent and 
then I started to go on auditions. Because I started acting professionally 
when I was so young it was always just a lot of fun for me. I knew it was a 
job, but I didn’t really worry about it as a job. I realized that I could prob-
ably make a career out of this when I was about nine or ten years old. It is 
still kind of surreal to me. It’s a job and that is crazy to me because it is so 
much fun. The most exciting part about it is that no matter what movie, 
television show or commercial you work on, you are always meeting new 
people that you form relationships with. I’ve been on The Thundermans for 
five years. I’ve made so many relationships with the cast, guest stars, and 
the crew. It’s just been an incredible experience. 

RM: Speaking of The Thundermans, you are now in your fourth season, 

but take us back to your audition. What was it like getting the news you 
were cast as Nora and what have you enjoyed most about being part of 
this series? 
AR: When I first auditioned for The Thundermans I had only been on a 
few auditions. I had just come out to Los Angeles for a few weeks in the 
summer and had been on just a few commercials. Right before the audi-
tion for The Thundermans came up, there was a very small role that I had 
wanted. I was so so excited about it. And the day I was going in for the 
directors meeting they had changed the role to a boy. I was so heartbro-
ken. And then the next day I got The Thundermans audition. I know that 
God has a plan and four seasons later I am still on that show. When I had 
first auditioned for the show I didn’t think I was going to get it booked. 
Obviously I was positive, but I didn’t think that just being in Los Angeles 
for a few weeks that I would book something, because that is almost un-
heard of, it’s crazy. It was a true blessing that I got booked on that show. 
And it was a long process. It was more than a month. There were auditions 
and call backs. I met with other kids that were auditioning. Right when I 
had left they had called me and said that I had booked the role and I was 
amazed, I couldn’t speak. It was really incredible. 

RM: It seems like everyone is obsessed with superheroes, why do you 
think so many fans identify with this family full of special powers?
AR: It is definitely hard to connect with a family that has superpowers 

Interviewed exclusively for Risen Magazine 

anding a lead role on a hit television show within just a few weeks of auditions is not the typical newcomer-to-
Hollywood story. But for Addison Riecke, this is exactly how her blossoming career began. From her small country 
hometown in Covington, Louisiana, to Los Angeles, Riecke is headed into her fourth season as Nora in Nickelode-

on’s The Thundermans – which won this year’s Kids Choice Award for Favorite TV Show.  To top it all off, she just landed her 
first major film role in a re-make of Clint Eastwood’s 1971 classic The Beguiled, alongside Nicole Kidman and Colin Farrell. 
No qualms about it, this talented twelve-year-old has a bright future ahead of her. When speaking with her, it’s evident that 
this is no ordinary kid, she is an “old” soul. She eloquently speaks with wisdom sharing that through all of the excitement, she 
continues to stand firm and steadfast in her faith. Riecke sat down with Risen to talk about passions, priorities, and using her 
platform for others.

Photography: Tammie Ter-Veen 
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because they are so different than us. But what I think the fans connect to 
is the family part of it, because we are one big family and sometimes we 
get into fights. But at the end of the day we still love each other and are 
a family, superheroes or not. I think that is the best part of the show. The 
super powers are cool and look 
really neat on the screen, but the 
family part is where people can 
connect.

RM: You mentioned that you 
felt the Lord has a purpose and 
plan for your life. What does 
that look like for you?
AR: Really, it’s having a God-
centered life and being raised 
in a family that has a true love 
for the Lord. It’s not just that I 
have a family like that, but it is 
because I have a true connection 
to God. Everything He has done for me is so so so incredible. I just love 
Him. And through anything He is always there for me. Through audi-
tions, I always know that He has a plan. Even if I am having a really, really 
bad day and I don’t think that things can get better, it always does because 
God is right there with me through it all. I am never alone. I think it is 
good to surround yourself with other people who believe the same thing 
because surrounding yourself with other people who love God can also 
bring you closer to Him. 

RM: The kids on The Thundermans want to keep their abilities under 
wraps and be normal so to speak, kids can be mean to other kids that 

don’t “fit-in.” What encouragement can you give to help kids be confident 
in who they are?
AR: You have been created especially for who you are and you should 
be proud of who you are. Everyone is unique. There is always going to 

be someone who thinks that 
they are better than you or 
tries to knock you down. You 
are beautiful, wonderful, and 
you are the way God created 
you to be. So just never forget 
that. 

RM: You’ve done a lot 
of work with anti-bully-
ing campaigns, how do 
you handle any negativ-
ity and in turn, how do you 
stay true to who you are?                                                                      
AR: It’s hard in California 

because there are so many people and social media is crazy right now. You 
can get 1,000 comments on a post with several being positive and then a 
handful that are negative mean comments. The negative comments may 
catch your eye, but in the grand scheme of things there are 900 positive 
comments. Anyone can hide behind a screen and tear someone else down. 
But you just have to remember who you are and focus on all of the posi-
tivity that is going on around you. I think that there is definitely a way to 
stop bullying if people come together to help one another out, especially 
through social media. 

RM: I’m sure faith is a big part of that authenticity too. What or who 

helped you understand that you wanted to be a Christian, and what does 
your faith mean to you?
AR: My parents have been a huge inspiration for me. We watch sermons 
on television when we can’t make it to church, especially when I am going 
to work every day and traveling on the weekends. It’s important because 
without God we are nothing. One of my favorite Bible verses is Philip-
pians 4:13 “I can do all this through him who gives me strength.” It is so 
comforting to know that in my weakness He’s there to provide me with 
the strength that I need. I think it is so important to have God at the 
center of your life, because He will take you places that you couldn’t even 
imagine. I’ve seen some people who have lost sight of that and it is very 
sad because without God, they really just went off of the train tracks. It’s 
difficult being in California because everyone is different. There are a lot 
of people who are negative about God. But whether I am back home in 
Louisiana, or here in Hollywood, I think it is important to really just keep 
your eyes on Him because there are so many distractions and temptations 
in the world. You have to keep yourself uplifting others and keep focused 
on seeking God instead of things and temptations, because focusing on 
God is what is best for me. 

RM: What does faith look like in your life every day? 
AR: Every morning I try to watch a sermon. And I start my day, and fin-
ish my day, praying. I think that it is important to keep focused on things 
that are important to you like God, keeping yourself surrounded with 
godly uplifting people. Even if you are having an awful day He can do 
anything for you. You just have to trust and believe in Him, because with 
that trust and that faith it can carry you so far. 

RM: Giving back is really important to you. Why do you care about oth-
ers and your community and how do you choose which charities you want 
to support?

AR: There are a few charities that I am extremely passionate about. In 
Louisiana I have worked with the Covington Food Bank, and Salt, which 
helps individuals with disabilities. In Los Angeles I am involved with 
Children’s Hospital and Write Brain Gives, which helps children and pro-
vides them with books. And I am actually the celebrity youth ambassador 
for an organization called Kitty Bungalow. They are dedicated to saving 
cats in the Los Angeles area because in such a big city, it is so hard for a 
little cat to get by. It is very important that we help people and small ani-
mals within our community. It’s hard for kids to be in a hospital especially 
if they have a really serious disease like cancer. It is good that Children’s 
Hospital has such a welcoming atmosphere for kids not to be scared. They 
really help a lot of kids. So I thought that it was really important for me 
to go and help them out. Around Valentine’s Day I brought presents to all 
of the kids. It’s hard to bring in things because you’re limited in what you 
can bring in. But I think that it’s important that they get to have excit-
ing things to look forward to, especially when they are in the hospital for 
extended periods of time.

RM: You love to read and teamed up with an organization to inspire 
creativity in kids. I understand you even wrote your own book. What was 
it about and do you see yourself continuing to write? 
AR: I started my first book through WRiTE BRAiN BOOKS for Write 
Brain Gives. It was auctioned off to raise money for their organization. 
Basically what WRiTE BRAiN does is they have wordless books that 
are just illustrations for kids to fill out. One kid can look at a picture and 
think something completely different than another kid. I did the best I 
could with writing. It was a very good book and I had a lot of fun writing 
it. I would absolutely love to continue writing in the future. I’ve actually 
been writing a chapter book for the past two years or so. I think the rea-
son I love to write so much is because I love to read. It’s like you’re in a 

he super powers 
are cool and look  

really neat on the screen, 
but the family part is 
where people can connect.

Addison with her dad, Jared, and mom, Jeanine.
Photo credit: Nickelodeon

 Scott Everett White/Nickelodeon 
©2015 Viacom, International, Inc. All Rights Reserved

Nickelodeon’s The Thundermans: (l to r) Hank (Chris Tallman), Nora (Addison 
Riecke), Barb (Rosa Blasi) and Billy (Diego Velazquez).
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completely different world with each book. It’s like a movie going on in 
your mind. Everyone can read the same book, but each person will have a 
different thought and view about the same book, and I think that is one 
of the most beautiful things about writing. I would love to write a sci-fi 
book. I’m working on a futuristic book, kind of almost apocalyptic. It’s 
very exciting! I have been really busy lately so I haven’t had time to work 
on it. I love sci-fi!

RM: Congratulations on signing on to your first major feature film too! 
Big names will be surround-
ing you as Sofia Coppola 
will direct the remake of the 
1971 Clint Eastwood classic 
The Beguiled. What can you 
tell us about your role in the 
film that also includes Co-
lin Farrell, Nicole Kidman, 
Kirsten Dunst, Angourie 
Rice and Elle Fanning?
AR: It’s a very exciting 
movie. It was based in the 
Civil War era. It’s about a 
seminary of girls who take 
in a wounded union soldier and they try to nurse him back to health. 
There are some things that stand in the way like getting caught and there 
is romance. It’s just really, really amazing. And it’s absolutely incredible 
how Sofia Coppola remade this movie. It’s going to be really amazing! 
The costumes are amazing. The actors are amazing. And I am just really 
excited. And I’ll be playing the role of one of the girls in the seminary. 
There are a lot of cool actors in this film and I will be working pretty 
close with them which is really exciting because they have done some re-
ally incredible work that I am fond of. So I’m very excited to be working 
alongside them.

RM: How cool that the movie will even film in Louisiana. With it being 
your home state, will you get to spend more time with the family or is it 
shooting in a different city?
AR: It’s shooting in two different places actually. It’s shooting way down 
south in Napoleonville, and it’s also shooting in the middle of New Or-
leans. So I will be able to go home and see my family, my dad, my dogs 
and my cats and I will be able to sleep in my own bed. It’s a huge blessing 
to be able to have a role where I am so close to home. And on my days off 
I can go to school. I’m super excited!

RM: Speaking of home, having so much success at such a young age how 
do you juggle work and school and still trying to do typical kid-things 
too?
AR: In the beginning it was kind of difficult with the traveling back and 
forth because every three weeks I try to go back home to Louisiana when 
we our on “hiatus week” – which is our week off. It was a little difficult 
when I would go home in the beginning, but I have gotten used to it now. 
It truly is the best of both worlds. It was hard with my friends to acclimate 
to it at first. But my school is a very small private school in Covington, 
Louisiana. And I’ve been with the same kids since kindergarten, so I was 
still the same Addison no matter what I was doing. I think it was really 
cool to still be able to be a normal kid, but at the same time be on the 
Nickelodeon show. 

RM: We’ve talked about television, movies, books, and charities. Where 
do you hope your career takes you?
AR: I’m really hoping to go to an Ivy League school in the future for col-
lege. And after that I really want to write a play for Broadway. That would 
be really incredible. And after that probably just write more. I see my ca-
reer taking me to acting. I want to have more time in front of the screen, 
but I think that after I go to college I want to spend more time behind the 
screen doing writing and producing. I want to do a lot of stuff. For a mo-
ment last year, I wanted to be in the FBI. But I want to do a lot of things. 

I think it would be a lot of 
fun to have a fashion line. I 
would be really interested in 
doing a make-up line. I re-
ally love make-up because 
it’s another way to show 
your creativity. Fashion and 
a sense of clothes is also a 
way to show creativity, so I 
would love to have a fashion 
line. That would really fun.

RM: I imagine you sur-
round yourself with solid 

people to help you make future decisions – who do you trust and why do 
you turn to them for advice?
AR: A lot of my really close friends and family I turn to for advice. I’ve 
made a lot of friends out here that I can turn to as well. Most of my 
friends out here in California, there is an age difference whether they are 
older or younger than me. I tend to turn to more of my older friends, but 
really I can lean on my mom the most being out here together. My dad 
comes out and visits every three weeks or so. But my mom is just really 
incredible. I can lean on her and she can help me with anything. We just 
have a really wonderful relationship. 

RM: Lastly, will you leave us with one way you have seen the power of 
prayer at work in your life whether it be personal, career or even with the 
charities you lend your name to?
AR: God has really blessed me so much. And I believe it is a priority to 
give back to Him because he has given me an incredible gift in this life. I 
think that it’s important that what I do with it is my gift back to him. God 
is the most important thing in my life. I think it’s important that I keep 
Him first place, because He can really take me anywhere. Another one of 
my favorite Bible verses is Ephesians 2:10, “For we are God’s handiwork, 
created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us 
to do.”  We’re vessels through which God can shine His light through us 
to show others His goodness. I think it is really important to show His 
goodness to others. He’s given me this gift to act and help other people in 
this world. I am definitely trying to do my best to do that. I want to say 
to everyone to keep your faith first place and God will take you to places 
you’ve never dreamed of. It’s hard sometimes if you have friends that are 
doing things that you don’t want to do. Or are saying things about you 
that you don’t want them to say about you, then they are not really your 
friends. God puts people in your life for a reason, whether it’s to help you 
move on or to give you strength to bring you up. I think it’s important to 
ask God, if you have any problems in your life, to pray about it and He will 
show you the right way. 

think it is so important 
to have God at the 

center of your life, because 
He will take you places that 
you couldn’t even imagine.

Addison with WRiTE BRAiN BOOKS Founder and CEO Meredith Scott Lynn.
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Shawn
Michaels 

Shines
Writer: Kelli Gillespie
Photographer: Courtesy of The Resurrection of Gavin Stone

Risen Magazine: What was it about The Resurrection of Gavin Stone that 
made you want to be involved with the project?
Shawn Michaels: It was the script. I am thankful to Dallas Jenkins; [the 
director] he pushed for me. I think a few people were mentioned to him 
and he did a little research and he saw my story and clearly there was a 
lot of similarity between the character Doug and my real life story. I have 
to give Dallas the credit for making the WWE call and ask me. I really 
liked the movie. I am someone who goes to a lot of Christian films and as 
much as I enjoy them, I thought this one was very different. I liked that it 
had a nice sense of humor and was gutsy enough to make fun of us in the 
church a little bit, and I really liked that it wasn’t someone giving Gavin 
the speech that is always there… of coming to Christ, but rather it was all 
of these people and their unconditional love, their unconditional forgive-
ness, compassion and understanding – it was them. It is what I’d like to 
think the church is supposed to be, it’s the good Lord working through 
us and us demonstrating His love. That is what moved him and prompted 
Gavin to go on a journey of looking at himself.  

RM: The idea of living out your faith authentically and allowing that to be 
your witness is definitely something your character displays and teaches 
Gavin through an important lesson about serving others without seeking 
the credit. What has been something valuable you’ve learned and applied 
in your life?
SM: Honestly it was through the role of Doug. Everything that is won-
derful and decent in my life is because of my salvation, but I’m not nearly 
the man Doug is and truly that character is someone I aspire to be. As I 

played him, it was a really neat process. He never once explained to Gavin 
why he was doing everything, it’s just who he was. He had a servants’ 
heart. I’m married to a woman that has a servants’ heart so on a daily basis 
I see it. It’s been 17 years we’ve been married and I’m still blown away by 
it. I know that is an area that I need to work on and it’s not something 
that comes natural to me. My excuse can be I’ve been an athlete my whole 
life and there is a certain amount of focus on self that you have to have to 
perform at a high level, blah, blah, blah…all the excuses I can make for 
myself; but I came out of making the film aspiring to be Doug. He didn’t 
complain, he was unbelievably comfortable with who he was, and his atti-
tude is that the Lord can use us if we can get out of the way. You saw what 
he did, and you saw the kind of man he was, and it moved you to want to 
be better. And that is what he did to me playing him!

RM: The main character Gavin finds himself at a local church fulfilling 
a community service sentence and slowly he recognizes a change within 
his heart. Share a little bit about your faith. You were raised Catholic, but 
what was the catalyst to your decision to want to know more about the 
Lord? 
SM: I was successful in a worldly sense, but very depraved internally. Be-
cause of my Catholic upbringing I knew I was going down a very bad road 
and when I came to a point where I recognized it, then I knew where I 
needed to go. I knew that much about my upbringing that the change I 
needed was synonymous with that church building. I tried going back to 
the Catholic church and I never mean to begrudge the Catholic church, 
but it just wasn’t working. It took someone to open up and invite me to 

Interviewed exclusively for Risen Magazine

orld Wrestling Entertainment (WWE) superstar Shawn Michaels has seen the highs and the lows. Largely consid-
ered as one of the greatest professional wrestlers of all time, Michaels is a four-time world champion, having held 

the World Wrestling Federation (WWF) World Heavyweight Championship three times and WWE’s World Heavyweight 
Championship once. He’s in the WWE Hall of Fame and he even has his own action figure. He retired, made a comeback 
and retired again. Along the way, his life changed spiritually and his focus and priorities were transformed.  Most recently, 
Michaels was tapped for a role in the movie, The Resurrection of Gavin Stone — an inspirational comedy about faith and for-
giveness.  Risen recently talked with Michaels about the film, his family, faith and fulfilling dreams.
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a Bible study and tell me what he believed I needed, what I was look-
ing for, and that was Jesus; making Him my Lord and Savior. Honestly 
after that, it was the unbelievable discipleship, help, direction and guid-
ance that the man gave me that made everything change in my life. I had 
everything in a worldly sense, but I was spiraling downward in a personal 
sense. I was not leading my family. I was not being the husband to my 
wife that she needed, and as we found out we were having a family, I 
was not being the father our children were going to need. All of that 
bothered me and I knew there needed to be a change. I can live with a lot 
stuff, but I couldn’t live with the idea that this woman, after knowing me 
for two weeks, agreed to marry 
me and then these children that 
came into the world as innocent 
as the day is long and I was not 
doing the absolute best for them 
every day that I could,  bothered 
me in such a way I knew to hum-
ble myself and change. I did and 
it’s been 15 years and I’m still as 
thankful and appreciative of that 
because there are a number of 
people 15 years ago that I used to 
run around with that aren’t here 
today. I was saved in every literal 
sense of the word.  

RM: Even though you became a 
Christian and changed your life-
style, it didn’t mean God was asking you to give up wrestling. That was still 
a passion He placed on your heart. Share how your faith indirectly helped 
bring you out of retirement and back in the ring a few years later. 
SM: I wasn’t wrestling at the time this wonderful change had happened, 
but I didn’t know what I was going to do with the rest of my life. The same 
person [that led me to my faith] encouraged me to pray and take time and 
one day it dawned on me and it’s not false humility; I am not great at a 
lot of things, but the one thing I did really well and I didn’t even have to 
try that hard to do it, was wrestling. I knew there was absolutely no way 
I would be given that gift if I wasn’t supposed to use it. There were a lot 
of well-meaning people that said I could absolutely not be a Christian 
and go back to that line of work. But I don’t believe that I serve a God 
that dangles the carrot out in front of you and is a sort of bait-and-switch 
kind of God. He gave me that gift because He wanted me to use it. Jesus 
was pretty clear about taking the Gospel to everywhere. He didn’t say 
everywhere except for that wrestling business, or everywhere except for 
this place or that road down there; He said everywhere. So I made the de-
termination to go back to the WWE and even though a doctor told me I 
could never wrestle again, I didn’t believe it anymore. So I made what they 
call a comeback and I would put the last eight years I had in the WWE 
up against the first 15 or 20 any day of the week. I went back and looked 
like I never missed a day. That doesn’t happen because I am just so darn 
terrific, it happens because there is a miracle-working God in this world. 
I went back and had a wonderful eight years and when I felt like it was 
time for me to come home and put that behind me and help my wife raise 
our children, that’s what I did. I sleep great at night with both decisions. 

RM: Knowing your gifting and skills is so important, let’s go back to your 
childhood.  You knew from a young age that you wanted to become a 

professional wrestler. What sparked your passion for the sport? 
SM: The first time I saw it I just fell in love with it. As the years have 
gone by, my feeling is it combined the two things I enjoy doing: athletics, 
and getting to be silly. What little boy doesn’t love to play pretend and be 
whatever it is he wants to be. Honestly, it was a great combination be-
tween the two. The world of the WWE provided me a playground for that 
passion for 25+ years. It truly was living my dream and such an incredible 
experience. I say this in the most genuine way possible, the WWE un-
derstood that about me. I worked with them as a 23-year-old young man 
and I am still with them today at 51 yeas old. I have literally grown up 

with them. They have allowed me 
to play out my passions for many 
many years on television and I am 
grateful for the opportunity.  
 I also always wanted to 
try acting, but I never considered 
myself a great multitasker.  I like 
to do one thing at a time and be 
good at it. The one time I got of-
fered by the WWE to do a film, 
it was one or two days after I re-
tired and they said, “You’d have 
to leave tomorrow and be gone for 
three weeks.” And I said, “I just 
told my family I’m coming home. I 
can’t leave now.” That is why so 
many years later when this Gavin 

Stone opportunity came up, I think WWE felt like I wouldn’t want to do 
it because I’m not sure they put the two together that it was really a tim-
ing issue and not that I wouldn’t be open or willing. I very much wanted 
to try acting I just was honoring my commitment to be at home with my 
family. Now as many years have gone by, I’ve been home long enough that 
the family says, “Please go. Go away for a little bit daddy.” [Laughter] I got 
to do this film and in the meantime a couple others so at 51 years old, I’m 
okay with not being the jock anymore and I like the challenge and seeing 
if I can become something else or morph into a role. I’m enjoying it. 

RM: Is it true that you were recently added to WWE’s roster of trainers? 
What can you share about this?
SM: We’ve just had discussions. That is what we call in the wrestling 
world “an internet story” that has been made up by people because I have 
been down there [Florida] a few times.

RM: So it is just more wishful thinking from fans and hoping enough 
chatter can turn it into a reality?
SM: It is certainly something that I am interested in and we have talked 
about it, but I have other commitments that I have to fulfill first. It is 
definitely something I believe I would enjoy. It’s in that same area that I 
know something about and it would be a way to encourage the same pas-
sions other people have as well. Not to imply it isn’t something I may do in 
the future because I certainly would like to, but at this stage it’s just been 
talked about. In the wrestling world it has taken on a life of it’s own even 
if it hasn’t actually happened.

RM: Can I start one of those “internet stories” and put it out there that 
you and Dwayne Johnson, Randy Couture, and John Cena will all be do-
ing a film together? 

Everything that is 
wonderful and decent 
in my life is because 

of my salvation,  
but I’m not nearly the man 

Doug is and truly that charac-
ter is someone I aspire to be.
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SM: [Laughter] I don’t know that I am in all those guys’  league of acting, 
but I enjoy the process. 

RM: In truth though, it would be fair to say that fans can continue to see 
you on screen as you see where acting might take you.
SM: Yes, I got to do an incredibly 
fun role in what will be a spoof 
of Avengers and Star Wars, and 
WWE just passed me a small part 
in another movie.  I’ll be leaving 
in a couple weeks to go shoot 
that for a couple days. I’m doing 
my best to be still and walking 
through the doors that the good 
Lord is opening. I believe I serve 
a God that knows the desires of 
my heart and I am doing what I 
can to walk in the right direction, 
but I am not trying to force any-
thing. It’s a unique and different 
kind of place for me because I’ve 
been in a line of work where I knew what I was doing, where I was going, 
and what my job is supposed to be. Right now I am sort of in a holding 
pattern and I’m sitting and waiting on the Lord to see what is next. I will 
obediently go where I am called to go because that is the best thing for 
me. One thing I learned many years ago is not to pull against the yoke, 
that is just trouble waiting to happen. I’m not a gambling guy in that re-
spect. I’m okay with not my will. I suppose it’s easy for me to say because 
thankfully what I enjoy doing and what the Lord has called me to do, have 
always been in the same direction.

RM: Speaking of getting to fulfill your dreams, you go from a kid with a 
passion to WWF and WWE World Heavyweight Champion, to having 

an action figure of yourself and being considered one of the most gifted 
sports-entertainers of all time. What encouragement or advice can you 
share when it comes to going after the desires of your heart?
SM: I would say all those things you hear about it [success] are true. 
I would encourage someone to pursue their dreams so at the very least 

to give yourself the satisfaction of 
knowing that you did. My father 
didn’t think wrestling was the 
wisest choice, but he allowed me 
to do it because he didn’t want 
me to come to him at 45 years old 
and say, “How come you never gave 
me the chance?” He wanted me to 
at least have that peace of know-
ing that I gave it a try. I want to 
say that I believe it will happen, 
but we all know the reality is that 
sometimes it doesn’t because it’s 
not what we are called to do. But 
I think you need to give yourself 
the opportunity to try because 

you will have that peace [regardless of the outcome] your whole life. I 
still have to pinch myself on a daily basis. I hear the list you read off and 
I am stunned. I still feel like the twelve year old kid in San Antonio, 
Texas, looking at his mom saying, “I want to be a pro wrestler.” I am some-
body that believes you can have it all – it just depends on what your “all” 
is. There is a difference between having it all from a worldly standpoint 
and having it all from a biblical standpoint. My advice would be to make 
sure you know the difference. I had it all from the worldly standpoint at 
33-years-old and I was close to killing myself. Now I’m 51 and I clearly 
don’t have it all, but I wouldn’t change my life for anything. 

There is a difference 
between having it  

all from a worldly 
standpoint  

and having it all from a  
biblical standpoint.

(l to r): Director Dallas Jenkins talks with Shawn Michaels on the set of The Resurrection of Gavin Stone.
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Risen Magazine: What was it about Th e Resurrection of Gavin Stone that 
made you want to be involved?
Anjelah Johnson Johnson-Reyes: Th e script. I had gotten an email from 
the producer of a movie I had just done, Mom’s Night Out, and he said, 
“Hey, I have a director friend who has you in mind for his movie. Can I put 
him in contact with you?” I said, “Sure.” He [the director] calls me and 
my fi rst response, to be honest, was, “I don’t want to do another Christian 
movie.” I didn’t want to get pigeon-holed as a Christian actor that does 
faith-based fi lms only. Th is would have been the second one back-to-back. 
He said, “Well, let me send you the script and you read it and tell me how you 
feel.” I read it and I loved it. I loved that we were able to talk about God 
and faith without it feeling preachy because it took place in a church. You 
are used to hearing that kind of language in a church and would expect it. 
I think sometimes where Christian movies may get it wrong is when [the 
setting doesn’t match the dialogue and] you quote [random] scripture for 
no reason. Th is script just felt very natural and super organic. I loved the 
character of Kelly and the journey she goes through in the fi lm.

RM: In the fi lm you portray a pastor’s daughter and you are running the 
church play. Your character does look to her dad for advice at times. In 
your own life is your dad someone you look to for counsel?

AJ:  Hilarious. No actually my dad is not that guy. Sometimes I wish he 
was. I’ve gone through my phases of seeing my friends with their dads 
and wishing I could have that kind of relationship where my dad would 
be able to give me advice, but my dad is the funny guy. I get my personal-
ity and my jokes from my dad. I fell in line with my dad, and his dad, my 
grandpa – they are big jokesters. My dad is super witty, the life-of-the-
party guy who makes friends with everyone. My dad has always been 
more of like a friend and a good buddy. We’ll laugh on the phone together 
and talk about movies and disagree about politics, but I haven’t had the 
kind of relationship that Kelly has with her dad.

RM: Speaking a little more about your family, you grew up in the [San 
Francisco] Bay Area as one of fi ve, what stands out most about your child-
hood?
AJ: My huge family – lots of cousins, aunts, uncles – I loved that I got to 
grow up with so many family members. Any time there was a holiday or a 
birthday party, it was just fi lled with so much love. 

RM: What was that catalyst to wanting to make a career out of entertain-
ing others?
AJ: I was that girl that would go to the movies and I couldn’t enjoy the 

Interviewed exclusively for Risen Magazine
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movie because I was just mad that I wasn’t in it. I just knew I 
could do it. I wanted to be an actress, but I would never 
dare say that out loud because it was almost em-
barrassing – it felt too far-fetched. I live in San 
Jose, where do they fi lm movies in San Jose? 
Th ey don’t. For me to say, “I want to be an 
actress,” it was almost like saying, “I want 
to be a princess.”  Th en I had a friend that 
moved to Los Angeles and she was an 
actress and she was in music videos 
and she was a dancer and she said, 
“If you move to LA, I will help you get 
started.” Th is far-fetched fantasy was 
now becoming more of an attainable 
dream. I had another friend who was 
a cheerleader for the Oakland Raid-
ers and she told me I should come try 
out. I told her, “No it wasn’t really my 
thing.” But then I thought more about it 
and I said, “I am going to use this as my sign. 
I am going to try out for the Oakland Raiders 
and if I make the team I am going to do it for one 
year and then move to LA and pursue my dreams to be 
an actress. If I don’t make it, then God just show me another 
way and what I should do with my life.” 
 I auditioned for the Raiderettes; I ended up booking it and I cheered 
for one year. We went to the Super Bowl that year and it was an amazing 
year to pick to be a cheerleader for the Oakland Raiders. I came back from 
the Super Bowl, packed up my room and drove down to Hollywood. I’ve 
been here for 13 years starting at the ground as an “extra” and working my 
way up. My friend kept her word and showed me how to get started and 
I just worked my way up.

RM: As you were navigating your desire to act, and your year as a Raider-
ette, and we haven’t even talked yet about your stand-up comedy and the 
millions of people you make laugh across the country on tour and through 

your videos, but what role does your faith play? And, speak to those that 
might question how someone in your fi eld can use your skills sets and 
gifting to bring glory to God?
AJ: All of the decisions I have made in my career so far have been very 
much based on my convictions, my heart and my own personal relation-
ship with God. Th e most [conviction] I ever had, and I had to really 
pray about this and let it go, was not disappointing the church. I think 
sometimes people may confuse that [the church] with following God and 
having your own relationship and the Holy Spirit convicting you. What 
people don’t understand is that everybody’s journey is diff erent and looks 
diff erent. When you look way diff erent than me – and I’m in ministry, and 
I’m in the church or whatever – then sometimes Christians tend to think 
that you must be doing something wrong. I got that a lot when I was a 
cheerleader for the Oakland Raiders. I remember this one Christian guy 
was like, “How do you think Jesus feels about you being a cheerleader?” And I 
was like, “Umm, probably proud because I feel like He called me to do this.” I 
think when people see celebrities do something that is against their own 
personal convictions, but not against the celebrity’s convictions, then they 
point and say, “You must be wrong because I feel in my heart that I would 
never do that.” I’ve never been afraid of disappointing God, because I feel 

that all of my decisions come down to my personal convictions 
with God, it’s more been that I am probably going to 

hear something from the church.

RM: Talking a little more about your convic-
tions and living those out. How did your 

faith get to be so strong? To have such 
an unshakeable foundation and a se-
cure identity in God; how did you get 
there?
AJ: Everybody has their own journey 
of how they got to where they are 
and with my faith, I didn’t grow up 
in the church. I really started to pur-
sue a relationship with Jesus when I 
was a teenager because that is when 

I was fi rst introduced [to Him]. Th en 
it’s really been a journey of learning 

and growing and my small mind trying 
to understand such big things. Sometimes 

I get it right and sometimes I get it wrong; 
beingeing able to admit when I have gotten it 

wrong and then also standing fi rm when I know I 
have it right. It would be easy to move to Hollywood and 

lose yourself if you don’t know who you are. I know who I am. 

RM: We can’t talk and not mention your Nail Salon comedy set (YouTube 
video with more than 35 million hits) and your character Bon Qui Qui 
from MadTVthat has taken on a life of her own. Share how the Internet 
and social media have aff ected the way that you are able to connect with 
your audience? 
AJ: For me, with my stand-up comedy, my whole goal by the end of the 
night is to connect with people. I share my personal stories because I want 
to relate to people and I want them to relate to me. It’s so important to be 
able to connect. Th is day with social media there are so many diff erent av-
enues for people to connect with you that it can be a positive and a nega-
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tive. Social media changed my life, YouTube is what put me on the map. 
People can tweet me, they can leave me comments on my Facebook, or on 
my Instagram and they can follow my life. So there are so many people 
that have a way to reach me and that can be a dangerous thing sometimes. 
As much as there is someone who wants to comment and say, “Oh my gosh 
I love you, you’re the best,” there is someone who says, “You’re the worst and I 
hate you.”  Sometimes even meaner words than that. 
 People think that celebrities have this bubble around 
them where words don’t aff ect them, and that is not 
true. I’m really surprised at the kind of hateful 
things that can come out of people towards 
celebrities because of this way of thinking. 
Social media avenues can be good and 
bad. I can post something that says,
“Hey everybody I am going to be in Cor-
pus Christi next weekend, come see me.”
People will see it and go buy tickets 
and come see me and then next I 
know I have a sold-out show. Th at 
is amazing and the power of that is 
amazing.  Th e fact that I can show a 
picture of me and my husband and 
then someone will comment and 
say, “Your love inspires me and gives me 
hope.” 
 At the same time, you have those 
that want to reach out to say something 
negative and it is super hurtful and then you 
start dwelling on that, and then you start doubt-
ing who you are and who God has called you to be, 
and now there are so many more things you have to battle 
in your mind. It’s funny because I will see fi fty positive comments and 
one negative one but that one negative one is the one I will remember 
when I am going on stage next time. Th en I got to this point where all of 
the comments were aff ecting me – even the positive ones – and I started 
getting anxiety about it. Somebody would say something negative and it 
would suck and hurt, but then somebody would say something positive 
and it would give me just as much anxiety. Someone would say, “You’re my 
favorite comedian.” But then I would have all this anxiety and pressure that 
I would put on myself not to disappoint them. I need to stay super funny 
to stay their favorite. I got to a place where I said, “God, I don’t want my 
identity to lie in the negative comments or in the positive comments, let me just 
know who I am in You and what You think about me and let me just rest in 
that place. Let every other comment go in one ear and out the other and not be 
identifi able to who I am.” And it’s easier said than done, trust me.

RM: Th at is powerful especially because as you stated, your stand-up 
comedy is personal in order to make that mutual connection. How do you 
decide what parts of your life to share in your work and do you have a time 
period you wait before talking about a situation, or could it be something 
that happened the morning of a show?
AJ: My material comes from everyday life and in my phone I have a 
notes section and I write down ideas I have of something that is funny, or 
something that I think could eventually be funny. A story that has already 
happened I’ll write in my joke notebook to remind me and when the time 

is right I start working on it and writing it out. And sometimes it just 
happens at a show in a green room and I say something and someone says, 
“Oh that’s funny.” And I didn’t realize I was saying something funny and 
I’ll say, “I’m going to try it on stage in my next show.”  Th e other day I was 
at a comedy club and it wasn’t my show, it was a random Tuesday night 
at Th e Improv – I just stopped in to do a quick ten-minute set – and I 
noticed that every comic that went up before me was trying new material, 

they had their notebooks out and they were trying new stuff . 
I thought, “I don’t really have anything new to try. Let 

me go pull up my notes on my phone, look at some of 
these ideas that I have written down, and let me 

just start talking about one of them.” So that is 
kinda what I did and thankfully it worked 

out [laughter]; that’s not always the case.

RM: You seem game for trying new 
things like taking your MADtv char-
acter from the show and giving her 
a real rapper’s career. [Laughter] Is 
it true that your husband, who is a 
musician in the band Group 1 Crew, 
had the idea to bring Bon Qui Qui/
you on tour with him as the opening 

act?
AJ: He came up with the idea of mak-

ing her a music artist. We kind of did it as 
a joke, just for fun. We recorded a few songs 

and did a couple music videos and put them 
on YouTube. Th en next thing I know, my hus-

band is pitching the idea to Warner Bros Music and 
they ended up signing Bon Qui Qui to a record deal. So we 

did a full comedic hip-hop album. Once we released it we thought, 
“Why don’t we go on tour as this character?” I had been touring as a stand-up 
comedian for years, but this would be the fi rst time I would be bringing 
this character to life in front of live audiences. So we put together a tour 
and said, “If people come out to see her we’ll keep it going. If people don’t want 
to see her, then we will take that as our sign to move on.” Th e tour sold out. 
We did another run of it and that tour sold out. Now we are about to do 
our third, and fi nal run of the show this spring.  

RM: You are so gifted in comedy and it has defi nitely led your career. 
Would you be up for tackling diff erent genres as well?
AJ: Yes! I never imagined myself in comedy. I thought I was going to be 
this dramatic actress – that is what I wanted to be and that is why I moved 
to Hollywood. It is very much still a goal of mine to do an action movie, or 
superhero fi lm or take on a dramatic role, yes to all of it!
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Risen Magazine: What was it about movies and the entertainment in-
dustry that made you want to pursue it as a career? 
DeVon Franklin: It’s the power of imagination coming alive onscreen 
and seeing stories that capture the awe and the wonder of life. I think 
sometimes we look at movies and entertainment as a business, and it is, 
but that business is built upon this incredible ability to take what is on a 
page and bring it to life. That, to me, the magic of that journey and the 
magic of seeing that onscreen, is what really motivated me to want to pur-
sue it as a career goal. I thought if I could create content that would help 
uplift the world, then I could maybe contribute positively to the world 
through entertainment. 

RM: Getting into the film school at University of Southern California 
became your main goal, but when that didn’t happen you still felt like the 
Lord was telling you to attend USC. How did you know?
DF: It felt like a peace in my spirit. I went to visit UCLA and USC. I was 
accepted to both schools, but when I found out I was rejected from the 
film school at USC I thought in my mind, “There is not a chance I am ever 
going to go here.” But since I had already paid the money to visit the school, 

I thought I would at least finish out the visit. I went and did the visit and 
when I was spending time on campus it just felt calm. It felt peaceful like 
this is where I am supposed to be and I didn’t have that feeling when I 
was at UCLA. It was a feeling I had to trust and listen to because I felt 
like it was God telling me where I needed to be. Ultimately having been 
there for four years and graduating, I got the confirmation along the way. 
I think that from a young age being taught to listen to God’s voice, being 
in church, reading the Word [Bible] and [having all] that be a vibrant part 
of my life [led to the point that] by the time I was 18 years old and needed 
to depend on hearing Him, it is not a foreign concept.

RM: During college you worked as an intern for Will Smith and James 
Lassiter. How did this come about and what is one thing you learned from 
your time with them that you still implement today?
DF: One thing I learned is that it is about a work ethic. One of the thing’s 
Will told me was, “It’s not about how hard you work, but it is about how long 
you are willing to work.” Everyone works hard, but the difference-maker 
is how long you can work. Those that can work hard and work long will 
succeed, and I use that lesson almost every day. 

Interviewed exclusively for Risen Magazine in Los Angeles, California

eVon Franklin is a studio executive described early in his career as a wunderkind and whose production credits include 
box office hits like “The Karate Kid” (remake), “The Pursuit of Happyness,” and faith-based titles like “Heaven Is for Real” 

and “Miracles From Heaven” to name a few.  As President/CEO of Franklin Entertainment, he recently signed a multi-year 
deal with 20th Century Fox for future films. He is, by his own admission, deeply committed to producing inspirational 
content of faith that reaches audiences all around the world. In addition to his commitment to film, Franklin is an ordained 
minister and also co-wrote the New York Times bestseller, The Wait, with wife, film and television actress Meagan Good. 
 Good, who has been acting since the age of four, has been in numerous films ranging from Stomp the Yard to Think Like A 
Man, and television shows including the NBC drama Deception, Fox’s Minority Report and CBS’ Code Black. Hulu is currently 
developing a TV reboot of Foxy Brown with Good starring in the iconic role. 
 Referred to as a Hollywood power couple, Franklin and Good strive to maintain authenticity and integrity in their work. 
Risen met with the couple who shared candidly and talked about their careers, marriage and the faith that brought them to-
gether. 

Influential Reach 

DeVon Franklin: Michael Kors Sweater with J Brand Jeans
Meagan Good: Dolce and Gabbana Dress
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RM: You spent a decade at Sony and started your company, Franklin En-
tertainment to develop and produce films. Now that you are teaming up 
with 20th Century Fox, what does this mean?
DF: It means 20th Century Fox will fund my company where before, 
Sony was funding my company, so now I will be primarily making movies 
for them. It’s a great opportunity to start a new chapter as my identity as 
a producer and the Fox family is a great family to be a part of. They have 
made some of the most historic movies in the business. Now I can help 
contribute to that legacy by making films that are inspirational, positive 
and faith-affirming and I’m really excited about that.

RM: Meagan, you started acting at 
the age of four, which I would assume 
means you had to rely heavily on your 
family practically in terms of get-
ting to auditions and encouragement 
through the process. What did your 
relationship with your parents and 
siblings look like?
Meagan Good: My dad was LAPD 
for twenty-six years so he wasn’t re-
ally in the home. He is an awesome 
father, but we didn’t grow up with him 
in our household. So it really was my 
mom raising me, my older sister, my 
brother – who has a learning disability, 
and then later down the line my mom 
ended up getting remarried and we adopted my younger sister as well. 
Me and my older sister told my mom when we were like four and six 
that we wanted to pursue acting. We pursued it for fun initially, we did a 
ton of “extra” work, and then it kind of kept upgrading to having a Bar-
bie commercial, then a Pringles commercial, now you have a McDonald’s 
commercial to having one line, then two lines, then you’re in three scenes, 
literally working from the bottom up. My mom was super supportive and 
when we told her we wanted to do it not as a hobby but as careers, we were 
like 13 and 15 years old; she quit her job at the bank and started managing 
us. We worked really hard and tried to be good kids and she taught us a 
lot about not believing your own hype, and to understand that God has 
given to you what He has given to you and He can also take it away just 
like that [snapping her fingers]. 

RM: I had read that you became a Christian at the age of 12. What influ-
ence did your faith have as you navigated Hollywood? 
MG: What influenced it was that a friend of mine, and a friend of hers 
in school, got into a car accident and three people died – they were all 
teenagers except they were babysitting a five-year-old little girl who died 
as well. They went to my youth group. I would go because my god-mom 
taught youth group, but I wasn’t necessarily saved, I would just go. After 
that happened we all went on a retreat including the girl that survived the 
accident, and we were all on this mountaintop and we were praying and 
they were talking about accepting Jesus into your heart. I remember her 
crying and wailing and then accepting Jesus. I thought, “Wow, if she can go 
through something like that and see three of her friends die, and be one of two 
survivors, at all of 13 years old, and she believes in Jesus after all of that, I could 
believe in Jesus.” I got saved that night as well; I was 12. I was a Christian, 
but I was immature in my walk and it took growth and time and age 19 

I wanted to get baptized. I was ready to make the decision for myself, so 
I rededicated my life to Jesus. I try to balance and never be judgmental, 
because I know what being judged so much feels like – especially growing 
up in the business.

RM: Fast forward a bit, you have said you had a destructive personality, 
but started making changes and reconnected with God before you ever 
started dating DeVon. How do you think the shift in behavior allowed 
space for you to be interested in a guy with DeVon’s qualities?
MG: It was literally a decade later, from 19 to 29 years old. I had just 

gotten out of a not great relationship – 
and it’s not the person, we just weren’t 
right for each other – I was really at 
my lowest point and I was in this rela-
tionship while I was shooting Jumping 
the Broom. DeVon and I got to know 
each other, just as co-workers, noth-
ing inappropriate, he was the boss, I 
was the actress, but I remember think-
ing to myself, “That is the kind of guy I 
wish I could marry.” And feeling like 
he was out of my league because he 
was so good. When I left the movie 
I said, “Lord I feel like I’m at my lowest 
point and I really need to know what I 
need to be doing right now.” And God 
told me to get out of the relationship 

I was in, and I did. He told me that I needed to be celibate, and later He 
told me that DeVon was my husband, nine months before we even started 
dating. I had to change a lot of my behavior so I spent those next months 
working on myself. When I felt guilty or was in a bad place, I was very 
self-destructive and that time for me was really about getting it together 
and healing. When that process was closer to being done, God brought 
us [DeVon] together.

RM: DeVon, what did that look like from your perspective, you were 
working on Jumping the Broom with Meagan so what was it about her that 
caught your attention and how did you go from a professional relationship 
to one of dating?
DF: I wasn’t looking at her romantically when we were making the movie. 
I just thought she was great in the film and seemed like a cool person. I 
was a studio executive and I wasn’t going to be the guy that made a movie 
and used it as an opportunity to meet women. We developed a friendship 
over the course of the film, but I wasn’t thinking anything. The thought 
of us even being here right now married is like, “What? How did that hap-
pen?!” because it was so improbable at that time and even now. 
 The same week as the release for Jumping the Broom I was doing 
the release of my first book Produced by Faith, so I had Meagan and Laz 
Alonso come out to the church I’m a part of to do an interview with them 
to promote the movie, and then afterwards was a book signing. We had a 
good time and that night one of my cousins said, “What was going on with 
you and Meagan on stage?” And I said, “What are you talking about? Noth-
ing.” And the reply was, “No, we saw.” I said, “You saw nothing.” [Laugh-
ter]. I had no idea at that point that God had already told Meagan I was 
gong to be her husband. She told her god-sister that she came with, “Ooh 
you are going to meet my husband tonight.” 

Those that can work 
hard and work long 
will succeed, and I  

use that lesson  
almost every day.

DeVon Franklin

DeVon Franklin: Vince Sweater with J Brand Jeans.
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MG: [Laughter] Yea, she said, “Your husband? Does he know that he is go-
ing to be your husband?” I said, “Nope.” She said, “How do you know?” I said, 
“Because God told me.” She said [skeptically], “Alright Meagan.” 
DF: I dismissed what my cousins were saying thinking they were crazy. 
The next week we were at the premiere and premiere party and we started 
talking and I thought, “Is something happening right now? This feels like 
a little more than just friends.” We kept 
talking and I told her I was going on 
my book tour, but when I get back 
let’s get together. I was gone for about 
two weeks and when I came back we 
hung out. By the third date it was clear 
something was going on.

RM: Together you two wrote the book, 
The Wait. Neither of you came into your 
relationship as virgins, but together you 
made the decision to wait until you got 
married, if that was even going to hap-
pen, to have sex. Speak to others in a 
similar situation that believe in God, 
but maybe have chosen to not follow 
that aspect of God’s plan. 
MG: I think God knows our hearts and 
I really wanted to be obedient to what I 
already believed. I always felt conflicted 
about sex and I always felt a conviction 
about it throughout my twenties. It is 
an area where Christians are kind of 
just doing what they want. But there 
is nothing more amazing than turning 
back to God about something that is 
the hardest thing to do and really being 
obedient in an area that is often overlooked. I think regardless if you have 
had sex before, or how many people you have been with, there is always a 
chance to start fresh. A lot of times when you bring sex into the equation, 
even if it’s not early on and it is a few months down the line, that becomes 
kind of the base that everything is built on and then I don’t think you see 
the person for who they really are. I would say it takes two to three years 
in most scenarios and then it won’t work out, and the cycle repeats. I think 
most of the time it is because we don’t really know who the person is be-
cause the sex is sustaining the relationship until the sex slows down and 
you start to get to know the person and you’re not sure you like them. Or 
you accepted something for the first year, but now you’re not sure you can 
accept it long term. You deserve better and God wants the very best for 
you no matter what mistakes you have made or where you have been, He 
wants you to have the best version of life.

RM: The book isn’t just about the two of you waiting to have sex with 
each other until you were married, it talks about the need to be patient and 
wait in several areas of relationship. What encouragement would you give 
singles who want to be married but for whatever reason the right person 
has not entered the scene yet?
DF: I think it is about shifting the focus off of when the “person” is going 
to arrive and focus on “who I am right now.” Many times we are reach-
ing out for that next person and we are not doing the work we need to 

be doing in ourselves. I believe that singleness is a gift and we need to 
maximize it while we have it. When you are not single you can still do 
the work that needs to be done, but it becomes more challenging because 
you really have to be with somebody that is going to allow you to do that. 
So if God has allowed us that time [to be single], let’s not squander that 
time by wondering when the right person is going to show up. Wonder-

ing, worrying, self-doubt or loath-
ing – all these things rob the power 
of our singleness so we end up get-
ting into relationships and we are 
not nearly as whole as we could be. 
We would encourage singles to em-
brace this divine period of time and 
become who you need to be. Rela-
tionships will help add to you, but 
relationships do not make you. Get-
ting married does not automatically 
heal your wounds from before you 
were married. Sometimes we expect 
marriage to magically make us happy 
and it doesn’t. Also, pick well. As a 
single person use your discernment, 
don’t just let someone waltz into your 
life that looks the part; are they the 
part? Do they have character, integ-
rity, and ability to grow? Picking well, 
in accordance with God, saves you so 
many problems down the road.

RM: People love to judge or place 
their version of what they think faith 
should look like on others – types of 
movies deemed Christian, fashion 

choices, types of roles – how do you address criticism especially when it 
comes from the community that should be celebrating the growth you 
two are bringing?
MG: At first I didn’t handle it very well. Growing up in the business I was 
used to being judged. I was used to being subject to tons of scrutiny, but 
it was actually really minute in comparison to the positive feedback, but I 
would take it very personal. It would really hurt my feelings and it would 
kind of depress me a little bit. I worked through my twenties just getting 
to a place of really being okay with it and loving the person that throws 
the stone, praying for them, and allowing it to develop my character. Then 
we got married, and all of a sudden it was like a lot of people thought I 
just became a Christian. I came under large amounts of scrutiny from the 
Christian community. It blew my mind because I can understand you dis-
agreeing with me, that’s okay we don’t always have to agree on everything 
but I felt brutally attacked. They’d say, “You can’t do this now.” Or, “you can’t 
do that now.” And I’d say, “Yea, I’ve been a Christian since I was 13 and this 
is what I do.” At first it was really hurtful and more devastating because it 
was from a community I am a part of and we are supposed to be the most 
loving and if you correct someone, you do it in love. That just wasn’t what 
I experienced initially. I feel like everybody has a personal relationship 
with God and you know the Word of God, and you take everything to 
Him and you work out in your spirit what you think is appropriate. That 
may vary for people depending on what your upbringing was, depending 

There is nothing 
more amazing than 
turning back to God 
about something that 
is the hardest thing 

to do and really  
being obedient in an 

area that is often 
overlooked. 
Meagan Good

DeVon Franklin: Dolce and Gabbana Shirt.
Meagan Good: Cinq a Sept Dress and Alejandro Ingelino Shoes.



Risen Magazine risenmagazine.com30 31

on how old you are, depending on your life lessons, depending on where 
you are from and all kinds of other things. So it took me a minute to work 
through it and a lot of it was strength from DeVon, because he is just not 
affected by that kind of stuff. His personality has made it easier for me 
because I know even if no one supports me, he does. Being able to adopt 
that attitude has made me better in a lot of ways.
DF: Negativity is a sign you are 
headed in the right direction. 
We say we follow Christ, but 
then we don’t want the negativ-
ity, then we don’t really follow 
Him because we follow a man 
that was a revolutionary. He 
received much negativity not 
only during His time on earth, 
but continues to. Sometimes 
that negativity is evidence that 
you are doing what you need to 
do. With others sometimes if 
you allow that negativity into 
your life, it can be the director 
of your story instead of God. It 
is really important to not let it 
disrupt what God is trying to 
do. I think as Christians we buy 
into this idea of a safe existence 
until it’s time to go to Heaven 
and that is just not biblical. We 
live in a world that is incredibly 
dark and we need to be bold 
and daring and try to help peo-
ple in their life, and sometimes 
that is going to require doing 
things that some Christians think you shouldn’t do. 

RM: This leads into an interesting conversation about quality. I guess 
labels or genres are needed to help audiences identify a type of film – 
comedy, drama, horror, faith – but a lot of time quality is compromised 
in faith films and written off as low-budget.  I can point to a lot of main-
stream “low-budget” films that would dispute that argument. We are get-
ting closer in production level with films like Noah and Exodus: Gods and 
Kings, but then the content is off, or there is great content, but other areas 
fail. I think movies like The Book of Eli and Miracles from Heaven, currently 
even like Hacksaw Ridge, are the best we’ve seen when comes to marrying 
content, production value and great casting. DeVon, you have been an 
absolute game-changer in this area, what is your vision for elevating faith 
or values on-screen?
DF: One of the reasons I wanted to go to 20th Century Fox is because be-
ing a part of the main Hollywood system in one of the fundamental ways 
to mainline the faith-based genre. So much of the genre has been built 
on the back of independent production. Most independent production, 
by definition has limited resources. So you’re not seeing people who aren’t 
trying or putting in effort when you see a film that doesn’t meet normal 
Hollywood standards, you’re seeing people put their hearts and souls into 
these productions with the resources they have available to them. You see 
people responding to the content, but the faith-based market is the same 

as the general market, they want good movies. You have even more faith-
based families going to see Marvel films then you probably do going to 
see faith-based films because you can take your whole family to it and it’s 
fun for everyone. My vision is to make the faith-based market part of the 
mainstream by working with Hollywood studios, by having the resources 
necessary to make quality productions, hiring great crews, and casting the 

films with name actors. 
 My next film, The Star, 
which will be out Thanksgiv-
ing 2017, is Sony animation and 
it’s the story of the nativity, told 
from the animals point of view, 
and we have an incredible cast. 
I just got brought on to do the 
Kurt Warner [Christian NFL 
player] project at Fox. I want to 
make content that can make the 
case for God. Content that can 
chip away at the skepticism, and 
the cynicism. Then it’s about 
putting these films through a 
system that has great distribu-
tion, marketing, and the public-
ity needed for the films to have 
a seat at the table. The vision is 
that you will go to the theatre 
and have a spectrum of enter-
tainment content that you want 
to see whether it’s a comedy, 
whether it’s a drama, or whether 
it’s an uplifting film that can af-
firm your faith. 

RM: Meagan your next film, Love By the 10th Date, premieres January 
28th on Lifetime. What can audiences expect?
MG: I was really excited about Love By the 10th Date because it is a char-
acter I’ve never played before. It’s a lot of Lucille Ball comedy. My char-
acter does not know that she is unstable, but she is really, I hope, loveable. 
She is on the search for love and she is trying to get to ten dates with the 
same guy thinking that at that point the guy would know that they are 
in a relationship. Beforehand every other relationship she has been in it 
hasn’t been what she thought it was. It’s a very quirky and fun character.

RM: Will we get to see the two of you work on another project together 
in the future?
MG: We are actually in the process of developing something together. 
It’s pretty cool and such a blessing. I have been learning Taekwondo and I 
was telling a friend I wanted to do action and stunts, but I also want to be 
vulnerable. I want to be strong and still own my sensuality. And my friend 
said, “You are not going to find that, you have to create it.” 

As this article was going to print Risen confirmed that Hulu is developing a 
TV series adaptation of the 1974 cult classic film Foxy Brown with Meagan 
Good starring in the iconic role. She’ll produce along with her husband, DeVon 
Franklin and Tony Krantz. The studio is MGM Television.

My vision is to make the 
faith-based market part of 
the mainstream by working 

with Hollywood studios, 
by having the resources 

necessary to make quality 
productions, hiring great 

crews, and casting the films 
with name actors. 
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A Rising Tide Lifts All Ships 

Moniker Group CEO

Writer: Trish Teves
Photographer: Rob Springer

Risen Magazine: You’re a businessman that invests in creative endeavors, 
but you claim that your interests didn’t originate in business. 
Ryan Sisson: Right. I didn’t grow up in a business family, but for some 
reason I always gravitated towards business. I always loved the way things 
work, so I went to San Diego State for engineering. I wanted to design 
off-road racetracks. But engineering school is very demanding and I didn’t 
really love school. I felt claustrophobic in my learning. I didn’t want to 
do just one thing. I wanted to do everything. I transferred to University 
of Phoenix where I could do night school and then started working for 
McMillin Real Estate. I felt like it was a God-thing. I got a position way 
beyond what I should have gotten. It was a job cataloging their off-road 
racing. This was a dream job for me because as a kid I was obsessed with 
off-road racing. This position transitioned into a real estate role and that 
opened my mind to what my life could look like in that world. 

RM: Shortly after, you formed Moniker Group, which has evolved from 
three friends brainstorming on a white board, to nearly 30 employees. 
Why do you say it was an accidental beginning?

RS: I worked for McMillin [a high profile commercial real estate com-
pany] companies during the recession and we went through a lot of lay-
offs. Eventually my number was called. Afterwards, I spent some time in 
Burma [India] trying to get a nonprofit off the ground. I was using creative 
media to gain awareness for the atrocities on the ground over there. This 
experience was my introduction to management, start-ups, branding and 
communication, all the keys to good business. In that time, I was meeting 
with a couple of friends on a weekly basis having white board sessions. We 
started meeting with an organization called Invisible Children, who have a 
passion for helping creatives use their talent to change the world and make 
an impact. And that began to open the door towards other people want-
ing us to whiteboard their ideas -- friends with businesses who needed 
help getting their idea to the next level. So, we evolved into this makeshift 
consulting company. One day we got the opportunity to do a consulting 
project for a big nonprofit company and that forced us to create a company 
so we could cash the check that they wrote us [laughing].  We had to come 
up with a company name and one of the guys said, “What is our Moniker?” 
And Moniker just caught me. Moniker just means name. I loved it.

Interviewed exclusively for Risen Magazine in San Diego, California

pon entering a downtown San Diego warehouse, the smell of wood and leather seeps up the nostrils. One can hear 
chatter from every corner, hammers tinkering on metal, the whir of a sewing machine, the click clack of laptop keys 

and music that floats out of a producer’s studio every time the door opens. The collective sound is the sublime combination 
of 22 businesses that make up Moniker Warehouse, a creative space that has been referred to by the New York Times as the 
inspiration for much larger multi-million dollar Southern California-based developments. Moniker’s CEO, Ryan Sisson, 
walks through the warehouse explaining the history of Moniker Group, stopping to greet a business owner and check out a 
new product from one of the resident makers. This dream factory is one of the first of its kind; a next-level shared workspace 
and collaborative idea environment. Gaining national attention as a business that fosters Millennials’ need for community, 
Moniker Group has been hired by Google for their interactive element design acumen. Sisson sits at the helm of Moniker 
Group, which consists of the Warehouse, and six other entities from event design to furniture and retail design, to coffee 
making and real estate. Risen sat down with him to talk about the curious new world of shared work spaces and the new 
kingpins of business… creatives. 

R Y A N  S I S S O N
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RM: Tell us a little about Moniker 
Warehouse itself. You’re home to 18,000 
square feet in a prime downtown neigh-
borhood and 22 companies. How does 
that all work? 
RS: The space is a physical manifesta-
tion of what the company is all about. 
It’s a place that others can call home in 
order to make their dreams come true. 
We’ve got churches that hold services 
here, designers, non-profits, filmmakers, 
lawyers, fashion people, video makers 
and our whole Moniker team. We also 
have a whole event space that enables us 
to do a lot of community outreach. The 
Warehouse is where it all got started. It’s 
the original dream factory. Now we have 
three spaces in the city, six companies un-
der our name and growing by the minute. 

RM: You’ve made a lot of sacrifices to get to where you are at. What have 
been some of the most notable?
RS: Moniker has been around for seven years now, and for six of those 
years I didn’t take a paycheck. I called it a “jobby”. It required a lot of 
work, but it was also a great hobby and a great expression of who I was. 
But it required late nights and early mornings. I worked full-time at an-
other job and worked full-time at Moniker. By the time I started taking 
a paycheck at Moniker we had eight full-time employees. It wasn’t just a 
freelance thing. It was a fully functioning company with employees and 

payrolls. Many times I was writing pay-
checks out of my own bank account. I 
can count on one hand the times when 
we were down to single dollars in our 
bank account. Now that we have 28 
employees there’s no way I could swing 
a payroll out of my personal paycheck 
[laughing]. So there’s a whole new level 
of faith required. 

RM: There is a common theme in your 
life and in the story of Moniker and 
that’s the idea of risk. Tell me about 
how you took risks and how the people 
you invest in take risks. 
RS: Many of our team members have 
been around for years. They have taken 
their own risks by saying I want to be a 
part of something bigger. They may be 
able to get paid more somewhere else 

but they decided to put their time into something new and undefined 
hoping to create something bigger. Risk can look like a lot of different 
things. For me, this business is the fullness of the expression of my faith. 
I think that risk has not only afforded my faith to exist, but also made my 
faith grow. Risk empowers the joy of our success to exist. It makes the win 
so much better. Risk creates the necessity to work really hard and to let 
go of the things you wish you could control in order to see the vision and 
your dream combine. You can drive up to the top of the mountain and 
appreciate the view, but when you hike up that mountain it’s unbelievably 

You can drive up to the 
top of the mountain and 
appreciate the view, but 
when you hike up that 
mountain it’s unbeliev-
ably spectacular. And 
that’s what risk does.



Risen Magazine risenmagazine.com36 37

spectacular. And that’s what risk does.

RM: How does your faith play into the 
idea of creativity?
RS: I’ve wrestled with the idea of creativ-
ity a lot. So often its defined by somebody 
who can design or paint something. But 
for me, Moniker is fully an expression of 
creativity. I’m a left-brain creative. The 
left-brain is typically more analytical, but 
I use that to be creative and that is what 
you see around here at Moniker.  Many 
people don’t think they can be creative. 
But their creativity may manifest in a dif-
ferent way. For a pastor it’s the way they 
reach people in their congregation. How 
they speak and verbalize their message…
that’s creativity. For an engineer it’s how they create a product. For a musi-
cian it’s what a song sounds like. At Moniker we have to be really creative 
sometimes with how we’re going to pay payroll [laughing]. I am nothing 
special from the world’s perspective. I didn’t grow up privileged. I don’t 
have a crazy education from an expensive school. I don’t have a Master’s 
degree. I don’t have tons of experience in certain areas. I’m about as normal 
as it gets. But I serve an incredibly huge God. And at one point I told God 
I’m here to do whatever He wants. I love the story of the disciples. They 
were just ordinary guys - broken and lost - and they said, I’m down, let’s 
go. That’s what it takes to see something truly great happen. It’s not what 
you have, but it’s what you’re willing to give up. That’s the most important 
message I can tell people. I’m not here because I’m special. I’m just here 
because I said I would do it. And that’s where God can meet you. I want 
people to feel inspired, not because of who I am, but because of who He is.

RM: Many business people put ultimate value on the bottom line – mon-
ey, you are a champion of people. Why? 
RS: Moniker has always been about people. Our genesis story was about 
sitting with other people and helping them define and launch their big 
ideas. The thing about business is that the bottom line has to matter or the 
business ceases to exist. There is value in the bottom line. But the bottom 
line doesn’t have to be the purpose of business. My heart is to see people be 
fully alive. I always wanted to know what it would look like to run a com-
pany with individuals who have completely stepped into their calling and 
are doing what they’re supposed to do. We were created for something. If 
I have a company that’s made up of fully alive individuals, then we will 
have a great company. 

RM: Moniker was recently quoted in the New York Times as the inspira-
tion for San Diego’s new multimillion dollar project called Makers Quar-
ter. There is such a spotlight right now for a new type of workspace. How 
has Moniker helped to pioneer that vision? 
RS: I was recently doing research on co-working for one of the Moniker 
spaces that will be opening up next year. Co-working is all the rage for 
Millennials. While they love cool design, a cool spot, and free food, the 
number one reason people take to a co-working space is because of com-
munity. Community is everything. I believe we were created to be in com-
munity. I believe we were created to be amongst others in the life process. 
Part of what we’ve been able to create at Moniker is a great community. 
I look at a great community much as the same as a great relationship 

- people coming together looking out for the best interest of one an-
other. In our warehouse we house competing businesses. But being close 
to one another actually makes them better. A rising tide lifts all ships. So, 
the value of being together is greater than the cost of competition. [For 
example,] Makers Quarter is six blocks of urban community based on 
sustainable living and shared work spaces. They were inspired by Moni-
ker do the same thing [we did], but with six blocks of real estate and a 
lot more resources. They were inspired because we stood for something, 
we’re committed to who we were and we created a space that didn’t exist 
before. It’s been a cool opportunity to align with a city and to be a part of 
something great. 

RM: What does the future look like for Moniker?
RS: I look up to Richard Branson of the Virgin Group, which has 200 
companies that live underneath its brand. After reading about his busi-
ness, I felt I had the permission to structure Moniker the way it is. Cur-
rently, Moniker exists as seven brands. It’ll be nine by the end of the first 
quarter of next year. We’re launching our real estate brand next year. On 
our design side we’re launching Moniker Made. Within our retail space 
called Moniker General, we have a coffee company and that will expand 
and go to other locations. We’re also going to be rolling out our home 
goods line this fall. My vision, however, is not just to create hundreds 
of companies beneath Moniker, but to create a program that all of our 
employees step into, whether you’re a barista or the president of one of 
our divisions, that empowers you and develops you as an individual as 
you journey through your time here at Moniker. I would love to see that 
program being used in other businesses. 

There is value in the bottom 
line. But the bottom line 
doesn’t have to be the 
purpose of business. 
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he thrill of victory and the agony of defeat.”  This famous catch-phrase from the Wide World of Sports commentators 
has been used throughout numerous sporting events and competitions. Both amateur and professional athletes know 

all too well that the difference of a split-second, a few inches, or a fall can result in a life-changing experience. Jim Ryun is 
one who knows firsthand. Acclaimed as the first high school athlete to run a mile under four minutes, this Olympian runner 
suffered a devastating event that occurred during one of his races and challenged his new-found faith. But Ryun’s actions and 
heart took him to a place of forgiveness and his athletic career as a three-time Olympian holding five world records found 
him gracing the pages of numerous newspapers, magazines, television features, and the cover of Sports Illustrated seven times. 
 His competitive spirit and desire to help others led him into a political career. Ryun served as a five-term U.S. Congress-
man spearheading campaigns and support for issues he felt needed a strong voice for the truth.  His record reflects a bill he 
helped stop while on the Armed Services Committee that he notes would have turned military hospitals into abortion clinics 
as well.  Today, Jim Ryun continues to inspire audiences as an author and speaker.  Risen sat down with Ryun to talk about 
sports and politics, to family, faith and the journey he presses on.

Risen Magazine:  Did you always have a passion for running?
Jim Ryun:  It wasn’t what I wanted to do.  In fact, I didn’t even think of 
running as a possible sport.  In junior high, I was into the major sports like 
baseball and basketball.  My first experience was to try out for the baseball 
team.  I went from the outfield, to the infield, to the bench, and then I 
was cut.  And that was the church baseball team!  Next I was invited out 
for the junior high basketball team because I was tall for my age. Halfway 
through the first practice, the coach told me he wanted to meet me in his 
office afterwards.  He asked me to turn in my jersey because he had seen 
enough and I was done.  I went home that night and prayed, “Dear God, if 
you have a plan for my life, I’d really appreciate it if You’d show up and tell me 
what that is.  And by the way, I’d also appreciate it if it was something in sports 
because that’s where I’d like to have my future.” I said that prayer every night 
for lots and lots of nights. 
 The last sport that I went out for was junior high track and field.  By 
that time, I was worldly-wise and realized there was one coach and many 
events.  So I began as a hurdler until I was cut there and then I became a 
sprinter.  I was a sprinter until I got cut from that team and then I became 
a pole vaulter.  I continued with that strategy for three years without ever 
being on a team!  However, failure is a valuable teacher.  If I hadn’t failed 
in those earlier sports efforts, I could have become a mediocre baseball or 
basketball player, but God had bigger plans.  The experiences in our lives 
help us to understand where He wants us to go.  

RM:  Having failed in your earlier sports endeavors, at what age did you 
take up running?  
JR:  I was 15.  It was 1962 and I was living in Wichita, Kansas.  I went to 
a school orientation for all incoming sophomores.  East High was a three-
year high school.  The various coaches of fall sports got up to pitch their 
respective sports, and with each one I said to myself, “Oh, I don’t want to do 
that.”  The only other fall sport available was cross country.  I was very na-
ïve.  I thought that was just a fall version of track and field, for which the 
longest distance was 440 yards, one lap around the track.  I didn’t realize 
cross country was a distance of two miles, or eight laps around the track.  
Had I realized that, I might not have even shown up, but I was still at that 
point somewhat desperate to find my destiny.  So I went out for the team.  
A hundred guys.  We started out headed for a little park about a mile away, 
then we did some wind sprints and a few calisthenics.  I had never even 
done a warm-up before that!  Then we ran for the next 60 or 90 minutes 
around the park.  That night, I was too tired even to eat dinner.  I went to 
bed and the next morning I rolled out of bed and I couldn’t walk.  I had 
to get up the stairs by going backwards.  I told my mom I wasn’t going to 
do the cross country stuff anymore; it was just way too much.  But God 
intervened.  Over the course of the day, various classmates made encour-
aging comments to me about being at practice again that afternoon.  Re-
luctantly I showed up.  I was miserable, I was sore, and I had shin splints.  
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I can’t explain what kept me going.  It wasn’t just the allure of being on an 
athletic team, although that was part of it.  I look back now and realize I 
was searching for camaraderie, for friendship.  These guys were embracing 
me.  I finally made the team, albeit as the last man on the C-team.  But 
an amazing thing happened.  The soreness began to diminish and I found 
myself going from last man on the C-team to #1 on Varsity in only about 
six weeks.  I ended up running in the state meet, where I finished sixth.  
That was the beginning of an amazing journey.  

RM:  Coach Bob Timmons gave the pitch at the orientation meeting and 
was your cross country coach not only that first year, but for many years 
to come.  He said a remarkable thing to you while he and the team were 
on a bus returning from a cross country meet during your first season of 
running.  What was that? 
JR:  After meets, on the way home on the bus, he’d invite the runners one 
by one to occupy the vacant seat next to his for what he called “Timmie 
Talks.”  They were intended to challenge you, get you to think outside your 
comfort zone, and inspire you to do things you never before thought you 
could do.  He was very successful at it.  He coached cross country, swim-
ming, and track and his teams were phenomenal, winning all the time.  
God put him in my path because he was able to take this tall, skinny, 
145-pound kid who knew nothing about running and mold him into a 
runner.  What he said to me that day on the bus was, “I think you could be 
the first high school boy to run a mile in under four minutes.”  In less than two 
years that is exactly what happened!  Looking back on it, I don’t think 
anyone else could have done what Timmie did.  

RM: You were the first high schooler to break the four-minute mile.  You 
competed in three Olympics; Tokyo Olympics in 1964 when you were 
still a junior in high school; again in Mexico City where you won the Sil-
ver Medal in the 1500; and at Munich in 1972.  You held both American 
and World records at distances varying from 880 meters to two miles.  
One record stood for an incredible 36 years, despite huge technological 
advances that have generally enabled runners to run faster.  Looking back, 
how have you seen God’s hand in such extraordinary achievements?
JR:  It was unbelievable.  The thing that caused me to understand the 
uniqueness of it all, and God’s grace, is that after my prayer, “Dear God, 
please show up and I’d really like Your plan to be in sports,” boy, did He show 
up.  ESPN did a survey of athletes in the last century and I was selected 

the High School Athlete of the Century—over Tiger Woods and LeBron 
James.  My events were back in the 1960’s.  Just my simple prayer allowed 
God to show up in a big way.
     Up until 1972, I would say that I was churched, but I was not a Chris-
tian.  To put it another way, I had been taught religion, something that 
happens on Sundays, but the rest of my life, I lived however I wanted 
to.  I had been taught rules, but not that there is a God who created the 
universe and created me and loves me.  I hadn’t known that a relationship 

with Jesus Christ was possible.  What the 
religion and rules approach did for me 
was to create a tremendously judgmen-
tal and condescending attitude.  I didn’t 
understand the love of God, nor that He 
wants to be involved in our lives seven 
days a week, 24/7.    
     When I started racing as a junior in 
high school against the best in the world, 
I looked down the line at the start of the 
races.  I knew enough to pray, and I did 
so before every race.  But because I didn’t 
have a personal relationship with God, I 
thought I was all done after the prayer; I 
had done my “duty.”

RM:  What was the prayer you’d say be-
fore your races?

JR: “Dear God, I’m here and I’m scared.  Please help me.”  That was pretty 
much it; very self-centered, but believe me, it was also very sincere.  I had 
been running at that point maybe about a year and a half.  I knew who 
these guys whom I was running against were—the best in the world.  I’d 
read about them in the newspaper and magazines.  Quite honestly, I didn’t 
have the credentials to be there.  
   I’m reflecting back to being in the Olympic trials, as a junior in high 
school, 100 yards to go.  I was in fifth and only the top three would go 
on to the Olympics, and I was hurting.  I thought, “All that work I put in 
over the summer, and it’s all coming to nothing.  I’m not going to qualify, and 
I’ll be going home.”  Just then, I believe God said, “Just relax.  Just relax and 
start sprinting.”  I did, and it happened.  I went from fifth to fourth and at 
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the finish line I leaned forward and just barely got third.  I was going to 
the Tokyo Olympics!   Sometimes we get the notion that there has to be 
some sort of super-spiritual experience to hear God’s voice.  I look back 
on it now and I know it was God.  Coach Timmons hadn’t ever told me 
to relax.  Nobody had.  The point I’m trying to make is that God speaks 
in different ways. Sometimes we try to spiritualize it too much. A lot of 
times, He’ll say something very natural to us.  When He does speak, I 
have learned to test it against the Bible.

RM:  The 1968 Olympics in Mexico City took place at the highest eleva-
tion of any summer Games before or since.  In what way was training for 
and competing in your second Olympic competition particularly difficult?  
JR:  Getting ready for the 1968 Olympics cost me enormously; emotion-
ally, physically and spiritually. Altitude for a sea-level runner is deadly, 
there’s little oxygen.  I had exercise-induced asthma and didn’t even think 
I could run.  The pace was suicidal and I had to stay off the pace.  The lead 
two runners were both altitude runners from Kenya.  I later learned that 
one had been given instructions by the Kenyan Athletic Association to 
set an extremely fast pace as a strategy to defeat me and allow his team-
mate to win, which he did.  Even so, it was probably the most brilliant 

race I ever ran and I won the silver medal.  Once it was over, I was done.  
Completely spent.

RM:  For a time, you retired from running.  Then you decided to make a 
comeback in 1971 and you began training for your third Olympics com-
petition—the 1972 games in Munich, Germany.  Your decision came with 
plenty of sacrifices and you were definitely being stretched.  Please explain 
how that contributed to the most life-changing decision ever for you.  
JR:  I was competing in a different era; no one was getting paid to run.  
I had to work two jobs in addition to training in order to save enough 
money to be able to train full-time for the six months leading up to the 
Olympics.  In the spring of 1972, I was experiencing great swings in my 
running, doing well in one race, and then horribly in the next.  At the L.A. 
Coliseum, I finished dead last in a mile race on national TV.  I was hugely 
frustrated and confused and of course it was impacting Anne [his wife] 
too.  In retrospect we see that God was bringing us to a breaking point, so 
that we would acknowledge Him.
     At that same time, Christians started appearing in our lives and we 
knew they had something we wanted.  Not church, but something dif-
ferent that we wanted.  Finally, on May 18, 1972, Anne and I prayed and 

asked Jesus Christ to come into our hearts.  That night, I had this over-
whelming peace I’d never experienced before.  It was like God saying to 
me, “You never have to strive again. My love is given to you freely.”  It was a 
brand new experience, a tremendous healing, because I realized a tenth of 
a second in a race doesn’t mean anything to Him.  He loves me uncondi-
tionally.  After that night, it was just a whole, new lifestyle.  

RM:  You were favored to win the gold medal in the 1500-meter race 
at the Olympics.  Instead, you experienced 
a crushing disappointment during the first 
qualifying heat.  What happened, and how 
did your new faith influence your response?
JR:  I was spiked by another runner and 
fell.  When I fell, my head struck the railing 
and I was unconscious for several seconds.  
I managed to get up to finish the race, but 
I did not qualify.  Anne had been up in the 
stands for the race and immediately she 
started heading for the tunnel where the 
athletes entered the track.  Two days previ-
ously the first terrorist attack against the Is-
raeli teams had taken place and there were 
guards armed with machine guns stationed 
at 10 or 20 yard intervals, yet miraculously 
no one stopped her.  She met me coming 
off the track into the tunnel.  We embraced 
and just stood there for a few minutes.  Then we said a prayer, basically a 
cry for God’s help.  Very soon the media and the coaches descended on 
us.  They said it was obvious that I had been fouled and offered assurances 
that I would be reinstated.  Then everyone disappeared. We left the track 
and started walking back to the Olympic Village.  As we walked, I realized 
that in order to be reinstated, I needed someone to write the reinstatement 
petition.  We passed the ABC television booth and I boldly walked into 
the booth and approached my friend, Howard Cosell.  He said, “Jimmy, 
I’m so sorry. Sit down.  We’re gonna write up that petition now.  You’ll be right 
back in those Games!”  So we submitted the petition to the IOC [Interna-
tional Olympic Committee].  The next day, we still had heard nothing.  I 
suited up to get ready for the next round and finally an IOC official came 
up to me.  “Your petition has been denied,” he said. “Why don’t you come back 
in four years and try again.” I wanted to strangle him!

RM:  Incredible!  Wasn’t the whole incident right there on film for them 
to view?  
JR:  Yes, they did have a camera clip, but the Germans didn’t want to ac-
cept it.  In subsequent Olympics, if there was an incident similar to mine 
in one of the early rounds, it became almost automatic to advance the 
runner to the next round, particularly a high-seeded competitor.  But for 
me, there was no acknowledgment that I had been fouled.  
     For three years, I held bitterness and unforgiveness toward the Olym-
pics and the IOC.  Then one night in the fall of 1975, I saw Tom Sny-
der interviewing Chuck Colson on his late-night talk show. [Colson had 
been incarcerated for Watergate-related charges; he subsequently became 
a Christian in 1973.]  He was sharing what it was to be born again, and 
also to forgive.  His testimony pierced my heart.  That was the beginning 
of my journey…our journey, really, because Anne and I walked through 
the transformation together.  Periodically I would re-live the injustice.  

But that night, I realized that there had to be a total cleansing, a genuine 
release if we were really going to walk with Christ.  I had to forgive the 
official who rejected my petition.  I also had to forgive myself.  
     Years later, our family was in Los Angeles to watch the 1984 Olympics.  
Watching the jumbo-tron, we saw that same IOC official who had so 
lightly told me to come back in four years and try again, walking down on 
the field.  Anne and I both recognized him.  On the jumbo-tron screen 
he was about 20 feet tall.  Immediately, I remembered what I had wanted 

to do to that man in 1972.  I also realized I no longer felt that way.  I just 
wanted to tell him about Jesus.  That’s when I knew I had forgiven him.  It 
was a powerful way for God to teach us the gift of forgiveness.  

RM: After ’72 Olympics, then what?
JR:  I ran the pro track and field circuit for the International Track As-
sociation.  We were trying to make it into a professional sport because at 
that time amateurs were being paid more than professionals, but being 
paid under the table.  I signed in ‘72, right after the Olympics, and did 
that until ’76 and then that was it, in terms of professional track.  After 
the pro-running folded, we prayed, “Lord, what are we going to do now?”  In 
the spring of ’76, when we were not making any money and didn’t know 
when or from where the next dollar would come, the Lord asked us to give 
our last $100.  We had realized that tithing was part of worshipping God 
and so we gave the $100 to our church.  Right after that, along came Post 
cereal with an offer of sponsorship; a direct answer to our prayer. 

RM:  Let’s talk for a moment about your family.  Your oldest child, 
Heather, had been born in 1970; four months after the Munich Olympics 
your twin boys, Ned and Drew, were born; and then Catharine in 1975.  
So you had a houseful of kids.   
JR: Yes, four children in five years.  We gained a whole new understanding 
of what it means to serve the Lord by serving one another.  We home-
schooled the kids for nine years and that turned out to be a great way to 
teach them biblical precepts, create a strong family connection, and en-
courage learning.  We were traveling a lot and would take the kids along.  
I clearly remember one of our trips to Washington, D.C.  I took the boys 
outside our hotel to throw the football.  They spotted a couple of nearby 
monuments and enthusiastically gave me the entire histories. They knew 
the stories behind the statues because they were so well-read.  Home-
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schooling really does work.  Today our children are all walking with the 
Lord and are raising our thirteen grandchildren to do the same.

RM:  You were a member of the U.S. House of Representatives from 
1996 to 2007, representing the 2nd congressional district of Kansas.  
What prompted you to get into politics?
JR:  When we moved back to Lawrence, Kansas in 1981, I hired a sec-
retary who was very involved in the pro-life movement.  We participated 
with her and her husband in the March for Life and subsequently Anne 

and I started a chapter of Kansans for Life.  We primarily focused on 
education, including Silent Scream [a video documenting the destruction 
of an unborn baby during an abortion.] That was our first introduction 
to politics, and to having opposition.  From there we helped in the cam-
paigns of friends running for City Council and got more involved in the 
Republican Party.  We had no intention of running for office, only of 
helping others.  
     When Congressman Todd Tiahrt suggested that I run for Congress 
in 1996, we asked my mother for counsel, as well as Coach Timmons and 
his wife, and Anne’s parents. (My father had passed away.)  Each one gave 
their blessing.  My mother said, “If that’s what God is calling you to do, then 
you have to do it.”   It was our calling, and I was honored to serve the people 
of Kansas for ten years.  

RM:  Many people say that the church should not get into politics.  How 
do you handle that objection?
JR:  There has always been a misconception as to the role of pastor, reli-
gion and politics.  I believe they are very much intertwined. I would go 
back to the Old Testament; Ezra, Nehemiah and others.  They were very 
involved in politics.  They were Jewish, concerned about their heritage and 
their future.  They ended up doing some amazing things like rebuilding 
the walls of Jerusalem.  The biblical examples are numerous and provide 
a wonderful blueprint.  In our own country’s history, we have the Black 
Robed Regiment [pre-Revolutionary War pastors who informed their 
congregations about the biblical basis for their fight against England].  
So there is an opportunity not only to impact the current culture, but the 
future as well.  
     When people would say to us, “Christians do not belong in politics,” we 
would ask, “Why?”  They’d say, “Because it’s an awful place!”  Well, what bet-
ter place to be salt and light?

RM:  Were there particular platforms on which you campaigned?
JR:  Pro-life, pro-family, fiscal responsibility, lower taxes, smaller govern-
ment, strong military, pro-Israel – those were the primary ones.  When 
we went into our first election, we thought, “We’ll talk about the issues.”  
Unfortunately, we have a media that does not direct the discussion toward 
substance. We had to keep repeating what we stood for.  Anne and the 
kids, who were adults by then, were out there campaigning too.  We spent 
a lot of time and money refuting the lies and the innuendos that had been 
spread.  If a lie is told often enough, people will believe it.  I’ve heard 

it said that you’re entitled to your own 
opinion, but not your own facts.  If you 
can get to the facts, if you actually line 
up two opposing candidates and where 
they stand on the issues, you’ll see a 
huge difference.  Then you can win over 
a lot of people.  

RM:  The public’s rose-colored percep-
tion of a congressman is often that he 
or she will be able to effectuate all sorts 
of great things.  As a godly man among 
all the elected representatives, how 
much were you really able to do?
JR:  There are thousands of pieces of 
legislation put before the legislature 
each year, largely so the sponsors can 
go back home and say to their con-
stituents, “Hey, look what I did!” [got 

passed].   But is that bill actually in the best interest of the country?  Most 
of it is not.  Often it is so that person can get re-elected.  So more often 
than not, I became a defender of the truth, a defender of the Constitution, 
blocking bad legislation. 
     When I was on the Armed Services Committee, I had the privilege of 
helping to stop a bill that would have made military hospitals into abor-
tion clinics as well.  Military doctors overseas did not have to perform 
abortions, which in many cases would have been contrary not only to their 
own consciences, but also to the desires of the countries in which they 
were serving.  So that’s an example of an accomplishment in the form of 
a defensive measure.  
     I remember a time when the President called 20 Republican Congress-
men to the White House regarding a particular legislative issue because 
he wanted to hear why we were in opposition…or so I thought.  We sat 
down around a conference table where the President proceeded to hand 
out a birthday card for someone’s daughter, commend another on a speech 
he had made, promise various personal favors, etc.  Of the twenty who had 
previously voted “no” on that political issue, eighteen went back and voted 
for it.  Only two of us held our ground. That’s why it is so important to 
know who you are and what you stand for because if your principles are 
not in place before you go to Washington, you will be a pretzel before you 
leave.  You’ll be so twisted around.

RM:  Tell us about your non-profit organization, Jim Ryun Ministries: 
“Come run with Jim Ryun in a Christian atmosphere.”  
JR:  We started track and field camps in 1973 with Coach Jim Bush from 
UCLA.  For two summers, we hosted these camps; I coached the run-
ning and Coach Bush did the field events.  Anne and I were growing in 
Christ and started thinking, “Why can’t we do these camps and bring Christ 
into it?”  So we began Jim Ryun Running Camps with the intent of giv-
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to make is that God 
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spiritualize it too much.
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ing our campers the absolute best coaching they could ever have and also 
making sure they understood that Jesus Christ has a plan for their lives.  
The camps are for runners of all ages, at distances of 800 meters and lon-
ger.  Over the years, we’ve probably had six or seven thousand campers.  
[Marathon runner and two-time Olympic competitor Ryan Hall was one 
of their campers and is now a close family friend.]  The runners come 
to camp and they hear about a personal relationship with Christ.  They 
sit under the teaching of world-renowned exercise physiologist Dr. Jack 
Daniels.  They listen to various speakers talk about how they can use their 
God-given talent to let others know too that Jesus is alive and well.  God 
is getting the glory.  It switches the paradigm from “It’s all about me” to 
“It’s all about the Lord.”  
     When it all started, Anne and I directed the camps.  Now our children 
and their spouses have caught the vision too, and our son Drew is the 
director.  Together we’ve put together a network.  We’re investing in the 
next generation of runners, and the stories we hear back are very affirming.  

RM:  I find it humorous that at one time you said the two things you 
didn’t want to do were coaching and being in the political arena.  And here 
you are, still involved in both.  You currently serve as Chairman for the 
Madison Project.  Please tell us about that organization.

JR:  The Madison Project is designed to help elect full-spectrum conser-
vatives to federal office; pro-life, pro-family, proponents of smaller gov-
ernment, a strong military, and lower taxes.  We are very thorough in 
checking out who these individuals are, not what they tell you.  When 
we endorse someone, we are very confident that when they go to D.C., 
they will be what we have endorsed them to be.  We have built a base of 
people who look to us to do a really comprehensive screening, helping 
them to understand which individuals they can count on to make a dif-
ference rather than becoming part of the Establishment.  Our primary 
influence is to help like-minded candidates identify with a base that will 
help support them financially, across the country.  

RM:  What bit of parting wisdom or advice can you give our readers? 
JR:  It’s not about you.  It’s about what God wants to do through you.  
You’ll have different stages of life you’ll go through, but if you keep in 
mind that God has a plan, then life will make sense.   

For more information on Ryun through his running or politics please visit: 
ryunrunning.com or madisonproject.com 
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hen Hawk Nelson isn’t recording music or traveling to perform at concerts and festivals, you can find them at home 
spending time with their friends and family. That’s because in the 14 years that they have been together as a band, 
they have learned what matters most. In 2006, Hawk Nelson was voted “Favorite New Artist” by CCM Magazine 

and they also won a No. 1 spot on VH1’s top 20 video countdown with “The One Thing I Have Left” music video. Their music 
has appeared in television and film including, American Idol, Diary of a Wimpy Kid 2 and Yours, Mine and Ours.  Risen sat down 
with Jon Steingard of Hawk Nelson to talk faith, impact and influence.

Risen Magazine: When you were growing up, did you ever dream that 
you would be a musician? 
Jon Steingard: Not really. I had a youth pastor when I was 15 that said, 
“You should be in a band; here, borrow my guitar.” I was kind of like the 
nerdy kid at school. I thought that band guys were cool and I wouldn’t be 
able to do that. I was into math and stuff. He said, “No, you should be in a 
band. I’m going to hook you up with these guys.” He hooked me up with my 
first band. We were terrible. That was it. That was almost 20 years ago. I 
guess it just stuck. I never did anything else. 

RM: You have been fortunate to make a career of doing what you love. 
What advice would you have for someone who is looking to get into the 
music industry?
JS: I think when I meet people, even other artists who are doing it pro-
fessionally, I think the most important thing you can do is to take some 
time to think about what are your true motivations. I don’t think there is 
necessarily a wrong answer as to what your motivations are, but I think 
that we lie to ourselves a lot of times. Here’s a true motivation that no one 
really wants to admit to, if someone deep down says, “I want to be famous.” 
That’s a different motivation than, “I really want to reach people with what I 

believe.” Or, “I want to encourage people.” Or, “I just really love music because 
it is fun and inspiring.” Whatever your reasons are, the more honest you 
can be with yourself the better you can set goals. The desire to be famous 
tends to not be a very fulfilling reason. You will tend to not be very happy 
if that is your true motivation. 

RM: What artist or group has had the biggest impact on you?
JS: I think early on there’s this band from the U.K. called Delirious. They 
influenced me massively because they were a worship band so they were 
writing worship for churches, but in the U.K. they were a mainstream rock 
band at the same time. So the same year that they put out some of their 
biggest worship songs that are sung in churches, they were also putting 
mainstream rock songs on the radio in the U.K. The idea that the same 
band could do both blew my mind and I think ever since then I have 
always had a little seed of what they do in what I try to do. 

RM: How would you describe your spiritual journey?
JS: I grew up in the church. I’m a pastor’s kid. I feel like I grew up in a 
very charismatic church so my family and my church was very Holy Spirit 
focused. I think as I got older I started to feel like something was missing 

Interviewed exclusively for Risen Magazine in Del Mar, California

Band Blends Music with Opportunity  

to Reach More People 
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in my life and I ended up at a Baptist church really diving into Scripture. 
It was a whole different aspect. I feel like I took a different journey then 
people that grew up in a traditional church and then became more focused 
on the Holy Spirit and things of that nature. I kind of took the opposite 
approach. For me, I feel like my walk with God has gotten a lot healthier 
as I have unworked a lot of things. I feel like the simpler my relationship 
with God gets, the healthier it seems to get. So instead of thinking, “I 
have to do this.” I think, “Oh, it’s grace.” I need to be aware of my need for 
grace and what that feels like and let that flow out of me and extend it to 
other people; just being aware of my need for God on a day-to-day basis. 
I have seen Him more presently in my life as I have leaned on Him more 
and trusted in Him. 

RM: How has your relationship with Christ impacted the music you cre-
ate?
JS: When we first started, we were just looking to make music and have 
fun. We didn’t have any grandiose plans. As time has gone on, we have 
gotten to see God work in people’s lives in ways that used our music 
and that blew our minds. I think that has become our main motivation. 
Because we have been doing it for 14 years as a band, it is getting harder 
and harder each time to leave home. When we leave home, we are always 
asking ourselves, “Is the thing we are doing significant? Does it really matter? 
Is it making a difference? Are we putting ourselves in a position where God can 
use us?’ And if we’re not doing that, then we probably all just want to stay 
home. But when we see God in action, that motivates us to keep going. It 
is becoming a big part of what we do.

RM: Is there one story or something that you’ve heard from a fan that has 
impacted you personally?
JS: Yeah, it’s kind of cool how God uses one thing and it leads to another. 
An example of that for us is that we have a fan that was listening to our 
music and got into us because she had a rough patch in her life. She was 
struggling with depression and suicidal thoughts. God used a couple of 
songs to really remind her of her value and her worth. God has been doing 
a lot of healing in her life. She’s in a much better place now. Recently, we 
had a situation where she saw a comment from someone else on one of 
our social media posts. She recognized that comment as someone reach-
ing out for help, saying, “goodbye world” type-of-thing. It was a comment 
that I saw and didn’t think too much about it because there were things 
in there that I didn’t recognize, but she did because she had been there. 
When she saw that [the comment] she reached out to friends [of the girl 
who posted on social media] and they managed to get over to her house 
and help save her life. It was this crazy scenario of God healing someone 
and using them to reach another person. The ripple effect was pretty cool. 

RM: Being on the road can be a pretty grueling schedule. Practically 
speaking, how do you spend time with God and how do you find time to 
connect with your family and friends?
JS: It’s a struggle. It really is. I think anyone who gives you an easy an-
swer to that one is being optimistic. Every single time that we have more 
than 24 hours off, I go home. Even if I am only home for 12 hours, that 
is where I want to be. As far as my relationship with God, I have a lot of 
podcasts that I like to listen to. Honestly, the guys on the road, we are 
always keeping each other accountable. Sometimes people ask us, “How do 
you stay accountable on the road?” We have no privacy. Trust me. Especially 
within the band we have a ton of accountability. 
RM: Several of your songs have been featured in television shows and 

movies. What is your hope or vision for audiences who hear your music 
through this platform?
JS: I don’t think people necessarily watch a television show or movie and 
hear a song and say, “Oh I want to find that band.” I think that more than 
anything the more places we can have our music, the more opportunity we 
have to reach people in different ways. We don’t change our show whether 
we are at a Christian festival or a mainstream concert. It is the same show 
and we talk about the same things. Sometimes I actually love being at fairs 
where there are a lot of nonbelievers walking by. I can say, “Hey this is what 
this God stuff is all about. We think it’s real.” I really enjoy that.

RM: Looking back on your career, what has been your favorite show?
JS: Spirit West Coast Del Mar is actually a favorite. Eleven years ago, I 
asked my wife to marry me out in the parking lot. We were little babies. 
I’m pumped to play this show again. And now I live in San Diego so it is 
even more special. 
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Risen Magazine: Thank you for your willingness to share your story. In 
2015, you experienced a life-changing injury. Take us back to the evening 
of April 11th and how it all happened.
Christy Wise: I was with a group of who had been working on certifica-
tion for diving. We had done two dives and were then wakeboarding, and 
having a crab dinner. A little after dark, Tim [a fellow rescue pilot in the 
Air Force who she had recently started dating] and I decided to go for a 
paddleboard in a nearby cove. It’s something I had done about 100 times 
before. It’s a protected area; never any boat traffic. Several of us were go-
ing to paddleboard, but my best friend pulled others back and basically 
told them to let us [Tim and me] go and have some time together. So we 
grabbed our headlamps and long sleeved shirts and headed out.
 We were just laying on our boards looking at the stars in the sky. As 
I looked up, I saw a boat coming toward me with red and green lights.  
The first thing I did was take my head lamp off and I waved it at the boat, 
thoroughly expecting the boat to go around me. I was just waiting to see 
which way [left or right] it would go after I shined the light at them. It 
only took me a second longer to realize it was still coming right at me. 
That’s when I dove into the water. I remember the sensation of my sweat-
shirt getting wet and then felt something hit my shoulder. Suddenly, and I 

believe this was God because I know I didn’t have time to think this, after 
I was hit in the shoulder I oriented myself to push off the bottom of the 
boat and slammed downward [in the water] otherwise my entire body was 
going through the propeller. But because I was able to do that and push 
down, the propeller just went through my right leg.
 I remember the sound of it, but don’t remember anything [else], it 
didn’t hurt so I surfaced in the water and the boat that hit me did not stop, 
it kept going. Tim who was about 20 feet away swam over to me really 
fast and he asked, “Are you okay, are you okay?”  I was like, “Yeah, I think 
I’m okay.” I was really calm, and then, I don’t remember saying this, but 
after, Tim told me that I said, “Jesus help me.” And then I was just so calm 
the entire time, like it was happening to somebody else not me, because I 
didn’t have any pain.
 But Tim could see that I was losing blood pretty fast. He used his 
shirt to tie around my leg. I remembered that outside the cove I had seen 
a fishing boat by the bridge and thinking we need to signal that fishing 
boat, so I reached down and I still had the flashlight in my hand and it 
was on, so that was like miracle number four or five during all of this, and 
I ended up signaling the fishing boat to come pick us up. They had actually 
seen the entire thing. They came and got me in the boat quickly. Tim had 

Interviewed Exclusively for Risen Magazine

illed with a propensity for adventure, Christy Wise was always on the go. After all, she grew up in an athletic family 
with her twin sister, Jessica, both competitive athletes, and her brother David, who went on to become an Olympic gold 

medalist in the skiing half-pipe at the Sochi 2014 games. So it seemed natural when Wise, who was enjoying an evening with 
friends on a lake in Florida, went into a cove to paddleboard. A cove she had been in a hundred times before. Laying on the 
board and gazing at the clear, star-studded sky with her boyfriend on a board nearby, seemed so tranquil to her. Suddenly, a 
bright light flashed before her and within seconds she was pushing herself underwater to escape the boat charging straight 
at her. What happened those next several minutes changed her life. Quick action from her boyfriend Tim Wiser, saved her 
life, but the result of that tragic event left her as an amputee. That’s just the beginning of an incredible story that led this Air 
Force pilot on a journey that not only tested her faith and strength, but motivated her to start a foundation helping kids with 
prostheses.
 Risen talked with both Christy and Jessica, who played a key role in her recovery, about their family, faith and their foun-
dation, One Leg Up on Life. 
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put on that tourniquet and got the blood to stop, it all happened really fast 
from the time I got hit to tourniquet -- about three minutes. I had lost 
60-70 percent of my blood, so another 30 seconds or so I would probably 
not be here today.

RM: That is amazing that you survived and the fact that you remained so 
calm.  Is it because you were in shock?
CW: I don’t know, I can’t answer that, but even when the paramedics 
came, I was still calm as they asked questions, I answered. I had about a 
45-minute ride in the ambulance to the trauma center in Pensacola, and 
the pain didn’t hit until about half-way during the drive.  

RM: Did you realize that your leg had been severed?  
CW: Well, it was still attached at my hamstring, but I knew it was bad 
because I couldn’t feel it, and I tried to look at it [when still in the water] 
but Tim was amazing, he said, “No, no, don’t look.” At the time when he 
said that, I just looked up at the stars and honestly I just relaxed and and 
I’m like, “Ok,” and I took a deep breath and relaxed completely, which 

freaked him out though because he was checking for any other injuries 
and thought I had passed out. He was yelling, “Christy! Christy!”

RM: Let me ask you now Jessica, when did you find out about the acci-
dent? We hear stories about twins experiencing each other’s pain. Did you 
have any such feelings at the time of Christy’s trauma?
JW: At the time she was injured I was living in Las Vegas.  I was the first 
in our family to get a call and it was from Tim, who I had not met yet 
because they had only officially been dating for a short time. I was at a 
dinner party and kept getting a call from Tim, but I didn’t recognize the 
number so I didn’t answer it. He called back two or three times so I finally 
ended up excusing myself from dinner to answer it. He was calling from a 
paramedics’ phone and told me what was going on. I think he was right in 
front of her [Christy] because he didn’t say very much and basically told 
me that she was in a very bad accident and was stable. He kept emphasiz-
ing that she was stable, but things were not looking good.
 I think he didn’t want to be saying too much right in front of her; 
she’s stable, but you need to get here.  I asked him, “Do you think I should 
get on a flight right now?” and he said yes, so the minute he said that, I 
knew something was really wrong. It was actually a very short conversa-
tion and I ended up heading to the airport right away. I got out quickly, 
but it was a flight across the country.  I arrived right after Christy was 
getting out of surgery. 
 In regards to any type of premonition, I didn’t have a sixth sense of 
what was going on, but it was interesting. Actually, pretty funny because I 
always give Christy a hard time because she does all these crazy adventur-
ous things, and I had just given her a hard time the day before the acci-
dent. She and Tim were doing a scuba dive and had not told me whether 
they got to the place or if they were okay. I asked her to just let me know 
[about her adventures] because my parents don’t check up on her.  We just 
had this conversation the day before so I knew she was going to do this 
paddle boarding and had left her a message saying to let me know when 
she made it.  She sent a [text] message, but there was a typo which made it 

read, “we’re here?” so I wasn’t sure because of the question mark.  And that 
was the last text that I got from her. 
 It was a weird day, I definitely didn’t have a sense that she would be 
injured, but then after the accident, I felt like I was just going through it 
with her emotionally. I felt a lot of the emotional pain. I wouldn’t say the 
physical pain, but I do feel that there was a definite connection.

RM: Christy, turning back to the accident, how did you deal with the 
possibility of losing your leg and then finding out after the surgery that 
indeed is what happened?
CW: As I said earlier, I was pretty calm. When I was in the ambulance I 
remembered a friend who had graduated from the academy and had lost 
his leg below the knee in a boating accident.  He had returned to flying 
and that was actually pretty cool because in the ambulance I was already 
thinking to myself, “So, I can’t feel my leg – this is probably not good,” and I 
said to myself, “Okay, worst-case scenario Ryan did it [returned to flying] 
I can.” I always tell people that because for me it was kind of awesome 
because I never really had a huge despair. Also, when I was in the hospital 
after surgery, everybody kept talking about how lucky I was to be alive 
which was definitely true. All the surgeons; everybody, the policemen, ev-
eryone who had been around the water said, “We’ve been here years and 
nobody survives this type of accident; we can’t believe you’re alive.”  So I was 
never really sad that I lost my leg, at least at the beginning. It was always 
more a process because I was still alive. 

RM: Wow, you had a healthy perspective right away.
CW: Yes. And once I was transferred to the military hospital for rehabili-
tation, I was in a hospital filled with people who were amputees. For me 
to be thinking, “Oh I’m struggling with my leg amputation,” and there were 
people all around me who were multiple amputees -- if I was wanting to 
complain, I became motivated by them. I would see another person who 
had been in active duty and lost both legs and was blind. And somehow 
within a day or two, all the other pilots [who were amputees] knew and 
they were calling me in the hospital. They were so supportive. One told me 
he returned to active duty ten years ago and to call him when I was ready. 

RM: We are getting a glimpse of your tenacity and attitude, but let’s go 
back a bit to your childhood. What kind of home or family did you grow 
up in?  
CW: Me, my sister Jessica and younger brother David were very close 
growing up. We always played sports and because we went to a private 

Christy Wise and her instructor pilot on her first 
flight back in the HC-130J on July 22, 2016.
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Jessica and Christy at a friend’s wedding 
on November 2015.

Christy flying 300 feet above the East Coast 
shoreline in October 2015.
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Christian school in another part of the city, instead of a neighborhood 
school, I think that we knew we always had each other. My parents took us 
to church, they loved us, but they did not have a very good relationship with 
each other; it was somewhat unstable at times. I always had faith. I had a 
Christian school, I always had God and my brother and sister. My parents 
obviously loved us, but I didn’t realize how much their conflicts were affect-
ing us. A lot of friends didn’t realize what we were like, and when you’re a 
kid you think that it’s just your family that’s crazy and you just don’t want to 
be different, so you pretend your family is perfect. But then when you grow 
up and become adult, you realize every family has its issues and quirks and 
you probably weren’t as unusual as you thought you were. 

RM: You mentioned that you went to church and Christian school, so 
how did those play into your faith and learning and instill a relationship 
of knowing the Lord? 
CW: It’s kind of interesting. My parents both did love the Lord, and they 
kind of lived out their faith with us, but ironically, they did not live out their 
faith with how they were treating each other. We felt like, “You’re going to 
church, but you are not treating each other like Christ-followers would,” but we 
realized that they were treating every single other person, us, friends, col-
leagues, as Christ-like. So for me, and I think my brother and sister would 
agree, growing up [like that] left a very powerful image of, “Okay, if that is 
what dysfunction is like, I don’t want that at all,” and it also really motivated 
the three of us kids to just be stable and functional on our own. We were 
going to have to work hard for things.
JW: As Christy mentioned, we had faith from a pretty young age – Chris-
tian school and we were always involved in church and then youth group. 
That’s how we got our morals and things like that. Because things were a 
bit of a rough with my parents, we always just kind of leaned on each other 
and God to get through other rough times. 

RM: It sounds you and Jessica and David were quite the trio. In addition 
to your close bond, each of you excelled in sports growing up and David 
made a career of it going on the become an Olympic gold-medalist in the 
Men’s Freestyle skiing halfpipe in the 2014 Sochi Games and recently 
set his first world record. But Christy,  you were actually the family’s first 
state champion in skiing, winning the slalom and overall titles in 2005. 
While both you and Jessica were competitive skiers, she eventually chose 
a medical career path and you went military. Tell us about that decision. 
CW:  I wanted to play sports in college and wanted to go away. My sister 
and I had a reality check during our junior and senior years knowing that 
we were good athletes, but not good enough to be Division 1 college play-
ers. I realized that the Air Force Academy had teams and I wouldn’t have 
to be as good as D-1 and if I got accepted, it would be free college. I could 
go away and afford it all.

RM: You were accepted and played sports at the academy, then you de-
cided you wanted to fly and eventually ended up becoming a captain. You 
were deployed one tour to Afghanistan and Italy for a little over four 
months, with another shorter trip to Africa.
CW: I thought flying would be pretty fun and a good adventure. I gradu-
ated from the Academy in 2009 and went to pilot training for two years. I 
was a lieutenant flying F–130s and a few different models. I was getting 
ready to move to Arizona when my accident happened.

RM: You worked during your rehab and accomplished the amazing feat 
of flying again in just a little more than a year after the accident. Con-
gratulations on becoming the first female Air Force leg amputee pilot 
to return to flight. Getting back in the cock-pit required much physical 
training including running, not walking the 1.5 mile run test, in addition 
to having to re-qualify for all training procedures and processes.  You have 

mentioned that your journey through all of this has included a list of 
miracles – one unexplainable occurrence after another – and one of those 
was that your sister was able to be alongside you during your rehab.  How 
did that come about?
CW: It was amazing! My sister is not military and was doing her medi-
cal rotations in Las Vegas at the time of my accident and she was able to 
move to San Antonio and work in the hospital I was in. We were able to 
live together and she spent the year with me. 
JW: Yeah, it was pretty crazy. From Florida, Christy was transferred to a 
hospital in San Antonio. I had missed about four weeks of medical school 
and needed to go back to Las Vegas. That was just the hardest thing ever; 

Christy (in bed) with Jessica, seven months after the initial amputation surgery was back in the hospital for additional surgery. 

Christy with Jessica on her first day on a prosthetic leg, June 2015.

At the 2014 Sochi Olympics to cheer on her brother David Wise are (l to r) Christy, dad Tom, two family friends, mom Kathy, and Jessica. 
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surviving it – and Tim said, “Hey we’ve gotten so much support, we need to 
do something positive with this,” and he said he wanted to start a non-profit 
and do a fundraiser at the end of summer at the place where the accident 
happened. I said I wanted it to be a paddleboard event. 

RM: So from that event the non-profit, One Leg Up on Life, was formed?
CW: Yes. We [Christy, Jessica, Tim] said we’re going to start a non-profit 
and let’s do our first event at the very spot that I got hit. It was like say-
ing, “This accident is not going to affect me. I’m not going to be afraid of the 
water, I’m not going to be afraid of this.” I also wanted to do it [in the same 
location] because it had become a pretty sensational story around that 
area. They never found the boat driver and the investigation actually went 
on for months – people had heard the story so it [the event] wouldn’t be 
about just some girl on a paddleboard [raising funds] it was [the girl] the 
one who survived it. The event was awesome! We had 80 paddleboarders 
and raised $5,000.

RM: What was your goal to put the money toward?
CW: We thought about different causes and I wanted to do something 
with kids. Jessica had already done medical work in Haiti and I had even 
gone with her one time to the Dominican right after the 2010 Haiti 
earthquake. She had worked with several families and was still connected 
and knew of five kids we could help.
JW: Yes. I said, if you [Christy] want to do a project for something similar 
to what you have gone through and where there is a lot of need, I know 
one. I have been working in missions in the Dominican for an organiza-
tion called Children of the Nation since I was 19 years old.  Every summer 
in college I would work with them and after college I continued working 
with them, but did it more year-round. That [experience] is what is made 
me want to go to medical school, to return and work there as a doctor. The 
work I had done as a result of the earthquake was specifically with kids 
who were amputees.
 So it is with my connections through that organization we were able to 
start with those five kids. The conditions in Haiti are pretty rough so maybe 
every three to six months, repairs are needed, and for growing kids, they 
need the limb to be readjusted for proper height at least once a year. I knew 
that for these kids, it has been at least four years without any adjustments.

RM: That is really a such an amazing story of how God is in so many of 
the details for you during this journey.
CW:  Yes. We did our first trip with the foundation in April [2016] on the 
one-year anniversary of my accident, helping those five kids and another 
trip in August. We have been able to spend about ten thousand dollars 
and do six complete new prostheses and repair 20 or more others. We have 
a little girl 18 months old who will be getting her first prosthesis and we 
will basically follow her, giving her updates as she grows.

it was just the most miserable time. I was still trying to take my medical 
board exams, but the entire time I was thinking about Christy and worry-
ing about her because she had a few medical problems that happened after 
her surgery and maybe wouldn’t have been caught without me being there 
to ask questions every day. Being able to go back to the hospital [with her] 
was truly a miracle. It is so hard to explain how much of a miracle this 
was. I had gone to medical school in Guatemala, Mexico, and it is difficult 
for a foreign medical school graduate to get into any U.S. hospital.  But, 
during the time I was with Christy, we had this idea that it would be great 
if I could do my rotations here [San Antonio] and be with her. We really 
made it as more of a suggestion, because so many things would have had 
to happen to do that. I was a foreign medical student and not in the mili-
tary which made it pretty impossible and such a big hurdle. 

RM: Then through contacts you had made throughout your stay with 
Christy, and the help of some high-ranking officers at the hospital, you 
eventually were offered a position and transferred to do your rotations at 
that military hospital.  What an incredible happening! During rehabilita-
tion and as a result of the accident, how has your faith been affected?
JW: When this all happened, it was definitely the most we had been 
stressed and had to rely on God. There was definitely a lot of question-
ing, but also at the same time, we saw so many miracles that it was very 
evident God was with us the whole time. Miracles that would encourage 
you, but then the very next day that you’d be back to seeing your sister in 
pain and then back to questioning. I don’t know how we would’ve made 
it through this without God. I don’t think Christy would have recovered 
nearly as well if she hadn’t had faith in God, and that He provided for her 
all along the way.
CW: Well, there’s been a lot of really crazy things and moments for sure, 
and this is kind of, not in a good way, but I actually feel my whole life has 
prepared me for this. While I didn’t have a super easy childhood, I always 
had my faith. I went to the Air Force Academy and I was surrounded by 
really smart people, and I almost failed out academically.  Times were re-
ally hard and then pilot training was really hard and I almost failed out. 
Nothing was ever really easy for us three kids. Nothing was really easy for 
us in our three different paths that we have taken, but we have always had 
each other and God.
 When this came, it was like, “Oh, I’m really good at doing hard things.” 
That first night as I was laying in the hospital bed with Jessica by my side, 
I honestly felt like Jesus in the garden of Gethsemane in that I knew that 
I could handle it and I knew even then that God was going to do amazing 
things with our story, but I didn’t want to do it. So I prayed, “God, take this 
cup from me, take it back.”  That was kind of a really cool experience because 
I was with my sister.

RM: Christy, during the time that Jessica and you spent in San Antonio, 
the daily tasks of rehab and working to get you so mobile again, as if you 
didn’t have enough to do, you decided to start a foundation.  Tell us about 
that.
CW: It was actually Tim who suggested it -- and it was so cool because 
my sister and I were too close to everything that was happening and just 
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RM: You can be so motivational to so many people. What would you say 
to someone who has recently lost a limb… or faced something tragic…
how do you tell them they can get through it?
CW: This has been a crazy experience that I don’t wish on anyone. I 
think it’s easy in things like this, especially in my case, for people to 
focus on all of the positive things because they see me doing things like 
skydiving and flying and other things now. But I still struggle with this 
every day. The big things are easy for me, well not easy, I know they are 
going to be hard -- I know flying is going to be hard, I know running 
is going to be hard, but stuff that will get me down, like really depresses 
me, are things like tripping or getting little blisters on my sockets or my 

foot will squeak. Little things like that and I’ll be, “Ahhh, I can’t do it.”
 I would just say that we are so much more capable then we think 
we are we, and we can do so much more, and especially with God you 
are capable of anything. Something that one of my amputee friends said 
to me very early on in my rehab, and I never forgot it, he said, “Don’t 
for one second long for what you were, but recklessly pursue what you can 
become.”  So spiritually, any time I have any struggles, the first thing I do 
is think about that phrase – don’t long for something you know that’s 
not coming back – your life is different now. And, I like to say recklessly 
pursue, so through this you can be stronger and have a new story and it’s 
a God story. Yes, that’s very powerful – but don’t worry if it’s hard, I have 
to remind myself of that… all the time.

For more information about the foundation, visit: oneleguponlife.org

Jessica and the prosthetist, Andrea, casting a patient to make a prosthetic leg.Christy teaching another patient to run. 

(l to r) Jessica, Moise - a 13-year-old below-the-knee amputee, and Christy. During 
their August 2016 trip they re-did Moise’s whole leg set-up: socket, fit, etc. 
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Writer: Kelli Gillespie
Photographer: Rob Springer

Interviewed exclusively for Risen Magazine in La Jolla, California

Risen Magazine: You grew up in England, what was your childhood like? 
Martin Smith: I grew up in North London as one of four kids. My par-
ents are great people and I grew up in a Christian home. It was quite a 
traditional church upbringing; it was called the Brethren Church. I re-
member as a kid the women wearing hats and quite formal clothing and 
the guys wearing suits and ties, and there was a lady on the organ – so 
definitely not Hillsong LA. It was only when I left home that I experi-
enced what we would call now the more charismatic side of the church 
– the Holy Spirit and more crazy [high energy] music and songs.
 
RM: When did your faith go from something you were raised in, to your 
own decision that this is how you wanted to live your life?
MS: I think for any kid, the key to having faith, is being around people 
where you see that it is authentic. I certainly saw that in my parents – they 
were very faithful people, very generous, and our house was always open 
to people. I saw from an early age that there must be something in this 
through works. But I do remember having that moment as a young kid 
where I realized that I wanted to follow God, it was something that I 
wanted to do. I had an experience like many people do where you feel like 
you are at the beginning of your life and you want to put in in God’s hands 

and that is what I did. Believe it or not I was about eight years old, which 
sounds incredibly young, but even then I had a sense about it. 
 
RM: When did your love, and skill, for songwriting develop?
MS: We were a big sports family so there is no music in my family what-
soever, even in the generation before, so it is quite strange how it hap-
pened. We grew up playing cricket and futbol and all sports all the time; 
my dad was really into that. By the age of 12 we moved to a new church 
and my dad decided to help run the youth group. He said, “I think we are 
going to need to be able to sing some songs so you better learn.” [Laughter] So 
he bought me a teach-yourself-to-play-the-guitar book and within a week 
I learned one song and we played that one song over and over again in the 
youth group. I learned three chords and that was it. That’s how it started 
and then as I grew up, the songwriting side definitely grew in me. As 
strange as it seems I began to make melodies out of the air and words and 
stuff like that. To me it felt quite normal, but looking back it is slightly an 
unusual way to write. I left home at 17 and that is when it really started 
to grow because I went and worked for a recording studio as tea-boy, like 
making coffee for people; I don’t know what you would call it [in Amer-
ica]. That’s where I got really immersed in music because every day I was 

ome of music’s most successful and popular bands came to the United States from the U.K. Rock bands journeyed 
across the pond to spread their influence to American youth. While most were secular rock bands, one was a group of 

guys who were passionate about reviving Christian worship music for young audiences. That band – Delirious – together for 
nearly two decades, with such hits as, “I Could Sing of Your Love Forever”, “Shout to the North”, and “Majesty (Here I Am)”, had 
its final performance in 2009.  When the band disbanded, Lead Singer Martin Smith became a solo artist and most recently 
has taken to the stage with his band Army of Bones, on tour throughout 2016. Risen caught up with this talented vocalist, 
guitarist, songwriter, and producer to talk about his career, faith, family and what inspires his music.
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sitting in the studio listening and it 
felt like a training period really.   
 
RM: Having that experience and 
your skills develop, was it on your 
radar to do music as a profession or 
even become part of a band? 
MS: Initially, I wanted to be a 
sound engineer and produce great 
records. That is what I was actually 
being trained to do. But out of that 
I started to mess about and write 
and I realized I really enjoyed be-
ing on the other side of the glass 
as well. I started leading worship in 
my church which I had never done 
before. When I did that I realized I really love this and maybe there is 
something in this for me. 
 
RM: There definitely was because you’ve written songs that have become 
mainstays in Christian worship including, “I Could Sing of Your Love For-
ever,” “Shout to the North,” and “Majesty (Here I Am).”  Did you set out to 
change the landscape of Christian music around the world or did your 
style and lyrics just elevate the standard? 
MS: I don’t think you set out with all these grand ideas and gestures, but 
I do remember being 13 years old, sitting in my church thinking, “If I 
brought my friends from school, they would die if they came with me.” So it 
was more of a reaction of a young kid thinking, “If I could ever do something 
with my life, it might be to change how this [church setting] feels for people.” 
The basic core was that I wanted my friends to come to church but not 

as it was. I remember inviting my 
friend to come to play with me 
in church, he brought his drum 
kit and I got my electric guitar 
out and my dad allowed us to 
do a few songs in the evening 
service and everyone thought, 
“What is this?” And now every-
where you go around the world 
there is a drum kit and an electric 
guitar. It’s quite prominent now, 
but then it really wasn’t. 
 
RM: It seems most of the songs 
you write are inspired by verses. 
How do they develop? Reading 

scripture and song comes to mind or thinking about a theme and finding 
the verse to support it?
MS: There are no rules really. For me, it’s pulling on lots of different 
sources. It could be reading the Bible, or reading a magazine, it could be 
watching a movie, it could be sitting here having a conversation with you 
and I think, “That’s a really interesting way of saying that.” So I’m basically 
stealing everybody’s ideas and writing them down. [Laughter] One of my 
kids might say something that I think is unusual – I try to pull with many 
areas. Then I try to pick the right music that goes with the lyrics. If I knew 
how to do it, I would do it every day. But it’s an unknown science and I’m 
still trying to find the keys to it. 
 
RM: For seventeen years you were part of the band Delirious, traveling 
the world, playing shows and changing lives. What stands out to you most 
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about this time in your life?
MS: Looking back it was a great 
team and it was a great band. We 
grew together from the beginning 
– five families and 17 children be-
tween us. It was a real strong fam-
ily thing and I think you could hear 
that in the music. It wasn’t a bunch 
of session guys or people going 
through the motions. I think we felt 
every word we played and every note 
we wrote, we meant. I think the key 
was that we were very relational and 
I look back on that season with a lot 
of fondness. 
 
RM: You are married now, and were 
for the duration of your music ca-
reer. I read you met your wife for the 
first time at her sister’s wedding be-
cause you were the wedding singer.
MS: Yes, that is true. I was singing at the wedding in a suit that was three 
times too big for me, but even then, still she liked me which is cool. That 
was amazing and it has been 22 years. 
 
RM: And six kids.
MS: We have two boys and four girls – Ellie is 18, Noah is 16, Indiana 
is 15, Levi is 13, Ruby Anna is 10, and Maryanna is 8. We have a full life 
and a busy, busy house with lots of pizza being eaten. [Laughter] That is 
why I am still working.
 
RM: I understand your kids played a role in your decision to end Deliri-
ous in 2009. What do you hope your children have learned from Dad? 
What was important to you to instill in your kids?
MS: I think they would appreciate that their mum and dad are always 
pushing forward. We won’t settle easily. We are always using what God 
has given us and maxing it out. The house, we have people living with us 
all the time. Musically, we want to keeping pushing and we want to keep 
serving the local church, so hopefully they will see that we are living life 
to the full and we want them to do that as well. Go for your dreams and 
not have any boxes put around them.
 
RM: You continued to write and work with other artists, but you just 
launched your new band titled, Army of Bones. You have released a few 
singles with the album coming out in January 2017. Tell us what we can 
expect?
MS: It’s not a Sunday morning project. I guess my heart is getting in front 
of people that wouldn’t have the luxury of coming to church. Our world is 
a very different place than it was 30 years ago. There is a lot of brokenness 
and you have to somehow believe that music can touch people. I think we 
are trying to find a different way to allow people to experience what we 
would experience when we get a touch from God. That’s the hope. Ulti-
mately, I believe God is alive and can use music to touch people.
 
RM: You also wrote a book a few years back titled, Delirious: My Journey 
with the Band, a Growing Family, and an Army of Historymakers (2011). 

Why is it so important to challenge 
people to live out their faith and be 
an agent of change?
MS: I suppose naturally we like 
comfort, don’t we? We’re all geared 
up for making our lives as comfort-
able as possible. So we don’t like it 
when we’re out of that zone, but un-
fortunately that is the place we have 
to be to reach people. Especially as 
the world has gotten more complex 
– there is more brokenness, there 
is more abandonment, there is less 
family, there is less of everything we 
have known and loved. I certainly 
do not have all the answers, but 
we are grappling with a new way 
of how to reach the world. I have 
a feeling it has less to do with be-
ing instructive and more to do with 

relationship, friendship, grace and looking after people.
 
RM: You have traveled and performed all over the world. What similari-
ties do you see between people, and what are the main differences?
MS: The basic things are the same – the fact that we all want to be loved, 
and that we want to belong to something and feel like we have destiny. 
I think those are all pretty universal. I think America still has a sense of 
luxury in terms of there is still a deep Christian moral framework here 
whereas in the U.K., it’s more secular and we are suffering from that. Hav-
ing said that though the church in the U.K. is a little bit different because 
if you are going to call yourself a Christian you are out there, you have to 
do it. Whereas perhaps here it means a slightly different thing.
 
RM: Because of your travels, you and your wife founded CompassionArt. 
Share how this is still being used to reach others.
MS: In the Delirious days we went on a couple tours to India and Africa 
and places like that, Indonesia, and I think gradually we started to see, 
“Wow this is a big world.” And actually we live in a bubble in the West. Lots 
of poverty everywhere and I think that really started to bring a change 
in me. I’m far from a charity expert, but what I could do was call my 
friends up that were in the same position as me and that is really what 
CompassionArt is all about: a gathering of musicians and writers and we 
got together for a week and wrote some songs. The really cool thing about 
the whole process, and I believe it’s the first time it happened, and maybe 
the last, I managed to get the publishers to relinquish the rights to the 
songs so those songs sit in the CompassionArt trust. They are owned by 
the charity. Looking back that is a small miracle really. Getting all these 
publishers to say, “Whatever happens in that week, we are releasing it.” So 
the royalties come straight to the trust. The songs are still there and they 
are earning money and the money gets distributed to various projects. It 
was such an exciting time. It also kick-started all the co-writing. Before 
that time, most people would write songs on their own and now pretty 
much everything you hear is co-written. In the mainstream sector they 
had been doing it for years, but [in the Christian genre] people realized 
we were better together. 
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She’s a wife, mother of six, entrepreneur and world changer. Rockin’ Baby CEO Kathryn Wiley started a global movement through 
childrenswear. For every item sold, Rockin’ Baby donates to a mother or child in need somewhere in the world. They partner with 
well-managed, non-profit organizations to donate slings and childrenswear to needy mothers and children through their child-to-
child and mother-to-mother programs. Risen caught up with Wiley to hear more about her company, travels and teaching her family 
to give.

Risen Magazine: Why did you decide to start a children’s 
clothing company?
Kathryn Wiley: I actually bought a sling/pouch business in 2011.  
I changed the name from Rockin’ Baby Sling to Rockin’ Baby 
immediately so that I could add more products that were one-
for-one!  Clothing came after the fact when I met my business 
partner, Mark Jeynes, who had experience in the clothing industry 
and I felt more confident in being able to successfully launch 
products to the market that consumers would love.

RM: Where does the inspiration for your designs come 
from?
KW: Rockin’ Baby is a global brand.  We are based in the U.S., but 
we have a presence in the U.K.  Our designer lives in London and 
designs are based on global trends in efforts of attracting more 
consumers than just the U.S. customer.

RM: Your mantra is, “ You Buy, We Give.” How do your 
Child-to-Child, and Mother-to-Mother programs 
work?
KW: Our Mother-to-Mother program came first.  When a 
mother buys a carrier from Rockin’ Baby, we donate a carrier to a 
woman in need.  We have recently developed a co-op in Uganda 
where we are employing women to sew their local wrap and 
distribute to women at the birth centers.  The partnership with 
Childfund is truly an exciting and innovative way of progressing 
the one-for-one idea. The Child-to-Child program came about 
when we realized that childrenswear was the perfect opportunity 
to donate to the millions of children around the world who are 
in need of new clothing.  For every item of clothing that Rockin’ 
Baby sells, we donate one to to a child in need. 

RM: You personally travel to parts of Africa, China, 
and Haiti each year. What has your experience been 
interacting directly with families in the countries you are 
helping? 
KW: Traveling around the world and interacting directly with the 
families that Rockin’ Baby is helping is truly my favorite part of 
my job.  Understanding that the more items we sell, the more 
items we can give, means that when I am in a country seeing how 
much need there is, I realize what a big job Rockin’ Baby has.  I 
also realize what a responsibility we have to figure out how to give 
responsibly.  We need to ensure that we are giving in a way that is 
sustainable to the communities that we are working in.  We want 
to empower the families and see them thrive.  Rockin’ Baby has so 
many incredible ideas to be realized through our giving programs.

RM: You are married with six children.  How are you 
teaching your kids about the importance of giving, and 
what fruits are you seeing?
KW: I believe in leading by example. As a family, we give back 
together. Over the summer we bought a school bus, converted it 
into a R.V., and drove it from Richmond, Virginia, to Portland, 
Oregon, donating items to families along the way. Through small 
steps, like leading by example and talking about what we’re doing 
and why, we have created a lifestyle of giving. I’m incredibly 
blessed to see my children’s compassion shine and proud that they 
continue the spirit of giving even when I’m not around!
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Wiley overseas implementing her Mother-to-Mother program with baby slings.

Children wearing Rockin’ Baby outfits. Children wearing Rockin’ Baby outfits.

Kathryn Wiley, her husband and their six children.
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Mandy Arioto is not your typical mom. During our interview, she admitted to us that she was wearing bikini bottoms instead of 
underwear as a result of the laundry “not being the boss of her.” In her book, Starry-Eyed, she also confesses about hiding in the bath-
room so she doesn’t have to share the last brownie with her kids. In addition to being a mother of three children, she is the President 
and CEO of Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS).  MOPS was created to help encourage and equip moms of young children to realize 
their potential as mothers, women and leaders. It was founded in 1973 and today serves millions of moms in more than 40 countries. 
Their scope has grown to include moms of school-age children, teens and military. Risen caught up with Arito to learn more about 
her new book, the “perfect mom” myth, and the importance of fellowship.

Risen Magazine: What would you say is one of the 
common things all moms struggle with?
Mandy Arioto: If I had to say one thing that all moms struggle 
with it is the idea that “I have to do it all and I have to do it all 
well.” Even when I travel overseas, I see the same message. We 
all want to nail this mommy thing and do everything we are 
doing and do it really well. We want our kids to thrive. That is a 
pervasive feeling that we all are working through.

RM: Why is fellowship with other moms and women so 
important?
MA: The idea of how much women need each other started 
for me when I was watching my girls. I have two little girls 
and we developed a thing in our family called, “sister courage,” 
which means when one of them is afraid to do something by 
themselves one of the girls will ask, “Do you need sister courage?” 
And the other girl will go with her and help her. I realized we 
all desperately need one another to stand next to us and to 
remind us that we are not alone. I think that it is especially true 
in disorienting circumstances in life and one of those is when 
you have kids. 

RM: How can moms manage the feelings of comparing 
or the need to compete?
MA: What I see most, is less of people competing with one 
another and more competing with themselves. I feel like the 
“mommy wars” so to speak are done and women see themselves 
on the same team in so many ways. Rather, our competition is 
against ourselves. We want to appear like we have it all together. 
We can appreciate people who are willing to say, “I don’t have it 
all together.” We actually love them more for it.

RM: n your book, Starry-Eyed, you challenge readers to 
confront the “ghosts” in their past, accept their failures, 
relinquish control and ultimately recognize that no one 
is perfect. As a mom you are speaking from experience. 
What was one of your “a-ha” moments?
MA: Every single day, when I take my kids to school, there’s a 
woman in the drop-off line that has it “together.” She is dressed, 
full-face of make-up, hair done, and on point. Every day, I look at 
her and think, “She has it together and I totally do not.” I parked 
my car a couple of months ago and struck up a conversation 
with her because I was feeling jealous and decided that I needed 
to become her friend and learn her secrets. I went up to her car 
and invited her out to coffee. As I’ve gotten to know her over the 
months I have learned that there are lots of things that are far 
from perfect in her life. It was this “a-ha” moment of when you 
dive into people’s stories and put yourself in their shoes.

RM: You share that you regain your joy and perspective 
when you are given permission to live free and not feel 
like you need to be in control. Practically speaking, how 
do you do that? 
MA: I have to work really hard at that because I really like to be 
in control and have everything organized and together. I have 
to give myself permission that not everything is going to go 
exactly how it should all of the time. I spend 15 minutes with 
each kid looking at them in the eye and having conversations 
with them. Having that time with each kid really frees me a lot. 
It gives me permission to laugh with them and be silly. It’s really 
an intentional process on my part because I have a tendency to 
be serious and focused. 
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Mandy Arioto with her husband Joe.

The Arioto Family: Mandy and Joe with their 3 kids.
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here’s a lot of talk among current day culture about socially responsible businesses. While that can have a variety of de-
scriptions, one particular business defines it through a global adventure. Inspired by a missions trip as a teenager and her 
love for jewelry, Noonday Collection founder Jessica Honegger designed a business that uses fashion to create meaning-

ful work opportunities for artisans worldwide; many of which have gained the courage to stand up for rights of women in places 
where those rights are at risk. Artisans in countries including Peru, Ethiopia, Ecuador, Uganda and more, create handmade jew-
elry from local materials of metals, beads, leather, marble – even used artillery. Each piece of jewelry carries a story; many which 
include previous struggles in poverty. Today, those same women are successful and thriving with sustainable income for their 
families. Risen caught up with Honegger to talk about her son’s adoption that motivated her to start the company, her unique 
business approach using ambassadors to create a marketplace, and her faith that is the cornerstone to the company’s name.

Interviewed exclusively for Risen Magazine

Risen Magazine: Jessica, you seem to have a unique passion to combine 
jewelry and fashion in a way that helps poverty and communities in need. 
How did that develop?
Jessica Honegger: As a little girl I loved jewelry.  I remember playing 
with my grandma’s jewelry.  What I didn’t realize at the time, was that I 
was growing up in a family of women who enjoyed the unique style that 
accessories can bring [to their self ].  When I was 15 years old, I visited 
Kenya with my church for the first time. I had never seen such poverty. As 
I was walking through a marketplace, I saw a colorful, vibrant fruit stand. 
One of the men from the local church who was guiding us around, point-
ed to it and said that the woman selling there was given a little money 
from the church to start this fruit stand. He explained that the men in her 
family had been drinking away their money and with a micro loan from 
the church, she was able to buy a few bananas, oranges and now she has a 
thriving fruit stand in the middle of the [Kibera] slums.
 That was my first exposure to idea of entrepreneurship and creating 
an opportunity for others.  I didn’t necessarily know that this is what I 
wanted to do with my life, but it was definitely one of those moments 
that God used [for me].  If God writes our stories, when we get older we 
oftentimes look back and see how things were woven together.  So being 
in Kenya and then later working for the organization of Hunger Interna-
tional, I really valued the idea that God calls us to create opportunity for 
others. Being born in America and with a certain amount of privilege, we 
all need to create opportunity for others. From that church missions trip I 

had a calling.  I was in Latin American studies in college because I knew 
I wanted to do something to use the opportunities I have been given to 
create that for others.

RM: How did Noonday begin and what is the significance of the com-
pany’s name?
JH: I started Noonday six years ago.  I had been visiting some friends liv-
ing in Uganda who were working to help empower poor people by giving 
them an opportunity to start their own business. The local people were 
making some beautiful pieces of jewelry, but had no marketplace to sell 
them. My friends asked me if I’d be interested in helping to create a mar-
ketplace. My initial response was, “No way,” I didn’t know how to take that 
on. At the time I was in real estate and things were not going well with 
the [economy]. Also around that time [my husband and I] we were trying 
to adopt a son from Uganda. I decided to gather some of my friends for 
a trunk show of the jewelry I had collected from the artisans and sell it 
to help with adoption costs. I didn’t know if anyone would show up. But 
people came and brought their friends. It showed me that we all want to 
be a part of something bigger than ourselves.  
 Once I decided to take the leap into a business, I wanted a name that 
connected God and symbolized light and hope. I recalled a verse in Isaiah 
that says, “and if you spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry and satisfy the 
needs of the oppressed, then your light will rise in the darkness, and your night 
will become like the noonday.” [Isaiah 58:10]

Writer: Patti Gillespie 
Photography:  Noonday Collection
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RM: With a company name being taken straight from Bible scripture, 
faith must be a big part of who you are. Share with us what your faith 
journey has looked like.
JH:  My parents always taught us that there wasn’t a “favorite”. That Jesus 
was for the people and with the people 
and that He called us to help others.  I 
wasn’t raised in a family that had family 
devotions, in fact my dad came to faith 
when I was in college, but my mother’s 
faith was from the Baptist church, and I 
definitely grew up in a church that point-
ed me to a Jesus that was attractive and I 
stayed within margins.  Honestly, I was 
fascinated with Jesus.

RM: It would be logical to think that 
your business would be set up as a non-
profit, because of the way it runs in third-
world countries. But you actually have a 
unique business model. Tell me about it. 
JH:  I strongly believe in power of entrepreneurship and idea of capital-
ism where you can have bottom line profits. We are a company around a 
stakeholder model with our ambassadors, our artisans, and an office crew.  
Everything is a relationship and we are dependent on one another to have 
a business that is valuable in the market place.

RM: How do you decide where to find the artisans, and once you select a 
region, how are the individual artisans engaged? 
JH: We started with small orders and we grew up with one another [ar-
tisans] together. We’d order like 20 necklaces and 30 bracelets, not thou-

sands every month. The groups that I partner with now need capacity to 
produce at a high level. We are now in a place where we have to meet 
market demand and ordering in high quantities.   My desire is to take on 
more. We have a commitment to who we partner with and we are very 

careful who we work with. We currently 
have 30 artisan businesses who employ 
4,000 people. 

RM: With products from all over the 
world, I imagine it can be challenging 
bringing them to a marketplace. I know 
that your sales people are referred to as 
ambassadors and you don’t use brick and 
mortar stores. How do people see and pur-
chase your jewelry?
JH: Our ambassadors are their own en-
trepreneurs who are excited about creating 
opportunity for artisans. They are women 
stepping outside of their comfort sphere 

to bring women together at a trunk show in a home. They can have fun 
and be creative with jewelry display and women can try on the pieces. 

RM: Trunk shows just sound like fun! While there are a variety of compa-
nies that sell through an in-home, party platform, what makes the Noon-
day experience different?
JH: Everything we sell is handmade and by purchasing the jewelry [and 
accessories] women know they are contributing to help empower women 
from communities that Noonday supports. Also our price points range 
from $15 to $180 making items very accessible and affordable. 
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Noonday Founder, Jessica Honegger with Artisan Partners in Vietnam.
Noonday Artisan Partner in Guatemala.
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RM: I know that in addition to jewelry, Noonday also includes scarves 
and purses. Does Noonday design the products and then look for artisans 
to make them or do the artisans design the pieces? 
JH: It is actually a collaborative process. We are constantly working with 
our designers and the artisans to 
help them have an understand-
ing of the American customer; 
what they will be wearing [and 
trends] and then we work with 
them regarding style and ma-
terials. It is a very collaborative 
process.

RM:  You have stated that sto-
rytelling is a big part of your col-
lection. Tell me how the artisans 
share their stories and your am-
bassadors help with that.
JH: Connecting is a big part of 
our brand. My marketing team 
and I are continually visiting our 
partners and hearing their sto-
ries. With their approval, we oftentimes share their stories at the trunk 
shows and in our catalogs. This is a big part of what Americans want to 
hear and know. We also invite our artisans from around the world to visit 
our Shine Conference [for ambassadors] held annually in Austin, Texas, 
in January. It’s a time to applaud them as they share their stories with the 
ambassadors who sell their pieces.

RM: Obviously Noonday is the name the public sees and all distribution 
and sales are through it. What kind of quality control and timeframe for 
making the jewelry are required of the artisans?
JH: We work so far ahead, usually a year, for new designs, so it’s a long 
process. Both our designers and the artisans work on designs. We then 
have the artisans make design samples and we evaluate samples and wear 
them.  We may look at production samples and make design adjustments.  

RM:  In looking through your collection, you seem to coincide with the 
seasons for news pieces and specialty items. Does that mean that if I saw a 

piece last year, it might not be available now?  Creating sort of a limited- 
edition strategy?
JH: We are constantly improving our products and what is in the mar-
ketplace. We have fall and spring collections and then mini collections 

in other months. If something 
thing is really selling well and 
the artisan can keep making it, 
we will continue to offer it, but 
we are constantly coming up 
with new designs. 

RM: I read that Noonday is sup-
portive of adoption and orphan 
care. What does that involve-
ment look like?
JH:  When I first started [selling 
jewelry] with the idea of helping 
fund my adoption, I realized that 
if I carried this out in a bigger 
business, I wanted to build that 
support into our program.  As 
such, a person can host a trunk 

show with a portion of the proceeds going to help a family bring a child 
home.  Noonday has now given away almost a half a million dollars in 
support of adoption and helped more than 1,600 adoptive families.

RM: Where do you see Noonday ten years from now?  
JH:  Ten years from now, I want Noonday to be a household name, where 
you can be stopped by someone at the grocery story admiring your jewelry 
and be connected by sharing the story behind it.  It is powerful to con-
nect people; to bring women physically together across the globe.  It’s a 
connection that won’t happen on Facebook.  I love idea that Noonday is 
bringing people together in trunk shows and creating conversations. 
I see Noonday with 10,000 ambassadors helping people around the globe 
and creating opportunity for each other. 

Noonday has now given 

away almost a half a 

million dollars in 

support of adoption and 

helped more than 1,600 

adoptive families.

Founder Jessica Honegger and Jalia in Uganda. Noonday Artisan Partner in Vietnam.
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